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MACHO MEN HAVE MORE FUN 


Women are not excited by men who are skel- 
etons. They like men of form and substance. 
They like men who look good in their clothes 
and out. They like men who look like men. If 
you are one of those who knows this and 
have been trying in vain to do something 
about it, this is your lucky day. Your search 
is ended. Your body is about to embark ona 
trip to its ideal shape and form. ShapeUp is 
here to shape you up... and we mean it 
sincerely. You are about to gain weight... 
and not just flab, but the right amount in the 
right places. You'll see! 


SKINNY ISN’T ATTRACTIVE 


If you don't think so, just watch what turns 
women's heads on the beach. They get turned 
on by well-built guys. They're the ones with the 
prettiest girls. It's a rare fellow who doesn't want 
to look good in his clothes and is happy with a 
skinny frame, who has not envied men who 
weighed a little more, had a better appetite and 
generally displayed a physical fitness that spoke 
of health and well-being. True, while doctors and 
nutrition specialists warn against being fat, very 
little is said about the equal or greater evils of 
being underweight. So there's more to it than 
cosmetic aspects. Skinny is not only unattrac- 
tive. It is also unhealthful. Gaining weight could 
mean gaining health for you. 


GAIN STAMINA AND SELF. 
CONFIDENCE TOO. 


Skinny men are not great lovers. That's a 
known fact. Add a few pounds and you'll be 
amazed how it will improve your love-life. 
Women know this and are conscious of the 
fact that skinny men can't go the distance. 
The race is to the strong, the saying goes. 
And the fellow who is handsomest doesn’t 
look like a stand-in for the family skeleton. 
Many a man found that gaining a few more 
pounds has helped him overcome chronic 
illness, major or minor. Many a doctor has 
prescribed gaining weight. But so little is 
publicized about skinny men. The great 
amount of publicity given to coronary prob- 
lems has brought the bulk of weight atten- 
tion to those men who weigh too much. Men 
who weigh too little never really get equal 
time. But their problem is no less serious. 


ITRIED 
FOR YEARS 
TOGAIN 


It wasn’t easy until now! 


That's what so many men are saying after using ShapeUp, the mar- 
velous, new compound, especially formulated by nutritionists, 
sports dietitians and biochemists for the sole purpose of helping 
men to more healthful, sturdier and better developed bodies. 


GAIN WEIGHT! GAIN WOMEN! 


If you think that's justa catchy slogan, we 
hope you will do yourself a favor. Count 
how many skinny men you see in movies, 
or on TV or anywhere .. . with pretty wo- 
men. Notice whom they pick for clothing models. 
See the announcers, the M.C.'s, the newsmen. 
How many men in the public eye, in politics, in 
leadership roles in business are underweight? 
Not even astronauts are skinny guys. If you want 
to experience a change in your attitude, your 
business progress, your lifestyle, see what 5, 10, 
15 pounds can do for you. See how it adds to 
your personal esteem, your confidence and, 
best of all, your well-being. Your day will come 
... and thank your lucky stars, it’s within sight 
with ShapeUp working for you. 


LOOK BETTER AND FEEL 
BETTER WHILE YOU GAIN 


In these times when women are free to express them- 
selves and pick and choose their men, you don't 
need a handicap . . . especially when it's so easy 
to put yourself in the forefront of competition. Why 
not look your best? And you will if you feel your best. 
And you'll feel your best when you gain the kind of 
nutrition that builds your body to its highest potential. 
Everyone knows that a healthy body brings a healthy 
mind and the kind of outlook that makes you want to 
kick up your heels . . . and go out and lick the world. 
Yes, with ShapeUp, you give yourself a super-lift of 
confidence, built into its wondrous formula, that's 
compounded to perk you up and give you a winning 
attitude. 
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STOP 
WASTING MONEY! 


Here’s a low-cost way! 


Some fellows, who've been trying hard to 
gain weight, resort to all sorts of methods to 
do so: professional exercise sessions, cost- 
ly nutritional regimens, large investments 
in health foods, time-consuming weight- 
building programs. Yet, here, at an extremely 
affordable price, you are offered a product 
so elementary, so easy-to-take, yet so effec- 
tive we offer it to you without any greater 
effort than filling out and mailing a coupon. 
You don’t even have to go to a store for it. 
And unlike any other method, product, 
means or procedure, we GUARANTEE 
ShapeUp to the point of total freedom from 
risk of any kind. 


NO GAIN! NO PAY! WE 
ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE IT! 
Your money back without any strings what- 
soever. Try ShapeUp for 30 days. It does 
as we Say or you get a full refund. 


J U2abh bab eeatanabe enemas canes ea eee a chm fee see Sepa en eee ee 1 
Hy ’ 
| DEER CREEK PRODUCTS, INC. Dept. No. GM63 | 
' P.O. Box 754, Pompano Beach, Florida 33061 ‘ 
' Please send me the amount of ShapeUp indicated in the box to the right. If not : 
, juke you will refund my money. | am adding $1 for postage [] Send me the 
! 30-Tablets size ! 
\ Name for $7.95 i 
1 1 
' 

. og (| Send me the 1 
1 City State Zip 60-Tablets size } 
for$12.75! 
1 Copyright 1984 Deer Creek Products, Inc. j 
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THE INSULT 


THAT 


MADE A MAN 
OUT OF ‘MAC’ 


BE TOUGH! 


T MEAN REALLY JOUGH/ 


My method of DYNAMIC-TENSION gives you results 
you can feel and your friends will notice. Big, useful 
muscles. Gain pounds in weight where needed. 


Lose “pot belly.” Take a good honest look at your- 
self! Are you proud of your body — or are you satisfied 


to go through life being just “half the man” you could be? 
No matter how ashamed you are of your present physi- 


cal condition — or how old or young you are — the (4 


WIN THIS 
VALUABLE 
TROPHY 


“sleeping” muscles already present in your body can 
turn you into a REAL man! Believe me, I know 

— because I was once a skinny, scrawny 97-pound 
half-alive weakling! People used to laugh at my 
build and make fun of me. I was ashamed to 

Strip for sports or the beach .. . shy of girls 
... afraid of healthy competition. 


HOW | CHANGED FROM A 
97 LB. WEAKLING TO A REAL MAN. 


One day, I discovered a secret that 
changed me from a timid, frightened 
scarecrow into “The World's Most 
Perfectly Developed Man” — a “magic 
formula” that can help turn you, too, 
into a marvellous physical specimen * 
.,.a REAL man from head to toe... 
a man who SFANDS OUT in any crowd! 
What’s my secret? “DYNAMIC-TENSION” — 
the natural method! No theory. No gadgets or 
contraptions. You just do as I did. Simply take the - _ 
“sleeping” muscles already present inside your own body DARN ON CS CHARLES 
— build them up — use them every day in walking, ATLAS, SAYS HE CAN GIT (UL GAMBLE 
bending over, reaching, even sitting! Almost before 
you know it, you’re covered with a brand-new suit of 
beautiful, rock-hard SOLID MUSCLE! 
SEND FOR FULL INFORMATION AND 
7 DAY TRIAL OFFER. 
So sure am | of how fast **Dynamic-Tension™* 
works that | make this offer to you. Try my course 
for 7 days and in even that short period of time you 
will have results that not only you can feel, but your 
friends will notice, or it costs you nothing. 

WRITE NOW! 
CHARLES ATLAS Dept. 1L 
P.O. Box D. Madison Square Station. New York, NY 10159 


DO YOU WANT... 


A MUSCULAR 
CHEST? 


: BOY! IT CAOMT TAKE ATLAS LONG TO 
Outline DO THIS FOR ME! WHAT MUSCLES! THAT 

BULLY WON'T SHOVE ME AROUND 464iN/ 
courses in 


~ JIU JITSU=KARATE, 
BOXING » WRESTLING 

FEATS OF STRENGTH, 
HAND BALANCING 


MAGNETIC 
POWERFUL LEGS? PERSONALITY? 


BIG ARM MUSCLES? 


THERE'S THAT BIG STIFF AGAIN, 
SHOWING OFF IN FRONT OF 
GRACE AND THE CROWD. 
WELL (T'S MY TURN 


' CHARLES ATLAS Dept. 11 
a Or uosy TWA P.O. Box D, Madison Square Station. 
| New York. NY 10159 
A BIGGER CHEST Show me how “Dynamic-Tension™ can make 
| me a new man. Send for FREE illustrated inior- 
Ee ARMUSCLES None and details of your 7 Day Trial Offer 
4 7 TineLess Lecs aes i iol 
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INTRODUCTION 

Your guide to this edition of Wrestler Annual 

INTRODUCING TULLY BLANCHARD 

The first story ever on wrestling’s “Superbrat”’ 

IS RAY STEVENS JIMMY SNUKA’S BODYGUARD? 

The question WWF fans were asking about six years ago 

HAVE THE VALIANTS BEEN BLACKLISTED? 

A tag team so good, it couldn’t find work 

VON ERICH FAMILY FEUD: 

IS LANCE COMING BETWEEN KEVIN AND KERRY? 

Will the pressures of pro wrestling destroy wrestling’s first family? 
WHY LARRY ZBYSZKO CAN'T HOLD ON TO A TITLE 

A look into the unbalanced mind of the ‘‘New Living Legend” 
GINO HERNANDEZ: A HATRED FUELED BY ENVY 
Remembering the great feud between Hernandez and David Von Erich 
THE TRIUMPH THAT SHAMED BRUNO SAMMARTINO 

A brutal Sicilian stretcher match against Stan Stasiak does not add to 
Bruno’s legend 

THE GREATEST AWA TITLE MATCH EVER! 

Rick Martel’s sparkling title defense against Bob Backlund 
HACKSAW JIM DUGGAN’S OWN STORY: 

“BUTCH REED IS NO BETTER THAN DICK MURDOCH!” 
The UWF’s paragon of probity issues a startling proclamation 
FABULOUS FULL-COLOR BONUS PINUPS 

Midnight Rockers Jannetty & Michaels and NWA superstar Magnum T.A. in 
beautiful full-color poses 

FOR THE LOVE OF ELIZABETH... 

RANDY SAVAGE MUST BEAT HULK HOGAN 

The Macho Man’s future depends on it 

RIC FLAIR’S RACE AGAINST TIME 

Stop Nikita Koloff now . . . or never! 

BLACKJACK MULLIGAN: 

“HOW ANDRE THE GIANT SAVED MY LIFE” 

A career is saved by the caring Frenchman 

OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 

The sport’s most respected rankings 

RATINGS ANALYSIS 

A look behind this month’s ratings 


Never before have money-making Sapartunities been so No extra Included With Your 
great for qualified Locksmiths. Now lucrative regular cost! Locksmith Training 
lock and key business has multiplied a thousandfold as BURGLAR 
millions seek more protection against zooming crime. ALARM 
Yet there’s only one Locksmith for every 17,000 people! end SECURITY 


Start Collecting CASH PROFITS Right Away Sean 


training, Covers 
You're in “business” ready to earn $10 to $26.00 an hour a all phases of 
few days after you begin Foley-Belsaw’s shortcut training. 


cutie Aare 
. ae . > an i rm 
Take advantage of today’s unprecedented opportunities in servicing aaditre 
locksmithing for year - round EXTRA INCOME in spare time stallation. This 
— or fulltime in a high-profit business of your own. Hundreds mats ieee end 
we've trained have done it. So can YOU! All tools plus profes- includes all special tools and 
sional Key Machine given you with course. These plus prac- supplies. ONLY Foley-Belsaw offers 
tice materials and equipment plus simple, illustrated lessons, raniat Renporotna saan 
plus expert supervision, plus business building guidance will your Locksmith training 

enable you the KEEP THE MONEY COMING IN! Ideal for re- 


; = F ADVANCED Locksmithing! EO 
tirement — good jobs, too. ee to cienge ponwinasons: a | ' { 
sta service Safe, ‘ . : . * & Z 
SEND FOR EXCITING FACTS—No Obligation Bank Sate-Deposit PPatgraltese “1! "ie 
Discover what's in Locksmithing for you — how Foley-Belsaw’s Master You'll find it fascinating and high- ia | 
Locksmith-approved any Can give you the skill] you can depend on ly profitable work. HY = u 


to EARN MORE — ENJOY Hi FE Mi 


LOCKS 


Hundreds of Foley-Belsaw trained men 30-DAY 
have succeeded in this fascinating 


and highly profitable field... NORIAL am : b; of ra 


“Before enrolling I checked < 
other courses and also asked 
for ddvicg from several 
locksmiths in my area. They 
all said yours was tops 
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THIS PRO KEY eye Ei ey 
MACHINE iS add up to $200 a | 
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5 and it won't cost you a pen- 
pilin YOURS TO KEEP! ¢ ny extra with your training. ; 
“l always Find out 2 out all ahaat it! Send for FREE Facts TODAY! 4 SEN 


wanted to be in 
business for myself 
and nowlam... 


Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information R. USH 


and defails by return mail. DO IT TODAY! C 0 UPON! / FOLEYBELSAW INSTITUTE 


10994 Field Bidg., Kansas City, Mo. 64111 


Pay aw There is NO OBLIGATION and NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 


David Fairbrother—Dave’s Locksmith Service i RUSH COUPON TODAY 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209 FOR THIS FACT-FILLED 


“I opened my own business, spare i 
time, seven months after I enrolled and 


made a profit of $329 for the first week.” 


B. A. Deberry Littleton, Colorado i BOOKLET! 


“No more hard, nasty work for me. © Tells how you quickly 
Now I have my own business and with train to be your own boss 


in a profitable Sparetime 
hardly any effort I average around $50 ar tunilne:bucinessiot 


FOLE¥BELSAW INSTITUTE 

10994 FIELD BUILDING 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 way 
(1 YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 
gives full details about starting my own business in 


Locksmithing. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call. 
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a day. Thanks for my new start in life.” Cc 
Sam Walker Prichard, Alabama your own PLUS complete Send for your “ 
NO RISK Trial Offer! COPY today! State Zip 
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INTRODUCTION 


T WONT BE LONG now before 
the winter winds and cold put 
much of the U.S. and Canada into 
the deep freeze. Which is why we 
have put together what we believe is 
a hot edition of Wrestler Annual, the 


Tully Blanchard was first introduced to a national wrestling audience in The Wrestler’s 


only magazine that exclusively fea- 
tures recent stories and all-time great 
articles from The Wrestler, the 
world’s oldest wrestling magazine. 
Beginning this month’s issue is a 
story from almost eight years ago. It 


(i 


December 1978 issue. We predicted stardom for the former college football quarterback, 


and we were right. 
6 


was the first article ever published 
on a man who we felt had star po- 
tential. Introducing Tully Blanchard 
(from The Wrestler December 1978) 
gave fans their first glimpse at young 
Blanchard, who has since shown a 
propensity for  excellence—and 
meanness. 

When Jimmy Snuka came to the 
WWF about six years ago, he was a 
hated rulebreaker under the man- 


‘agement of Capt. Lou Albano. Also 


in the WWF at the same time was 
Ray Stevens, who was also despised 
by the fans. Somehow, Snuka and 
Stevens began a relationship, al- 
though it was to end some months 
later in blood and tragedy, when Ste- 
vens attacked the Fiji superstar. But 
prior to that, there were whispers 
wondering Is Ray Stevens Jimmy 
Snuka’s Bodyguard? (November 1980). 
Today, Snuka is wrestling in the 
AWA and Stevens is working for the 
AWA, and both men are friends 
again. We reprint this story now be- 
cause we've begun to hear the same 
whispers once again. 


a 


Johnny and Jimmy Valiant ignore their inju- 
ries and celebrate a tag team victory over 
Bruno Sammartino and Chief Jay Strong- 
bow at Madison Square Garden. Neither 
man was well-loved at the time. 

These days, Jimmy Valiant is one 
of the most popular wrestlers in the 
World Championship area. His 
brother Johnny Valiant is the hated 
manager of former WWF tag team 
champions Greg Valentine and Bru- 
tus Beefcake. But about 10 years ago, 
these two formed an awesome, bru- 
tal, successful—and out of work—tag 


(Continued on page 46) 


SHOW THE WORLD 
YOU’RE A TRUE WRESTLING FAN! 


SISSESNOS. 


PWI T-SHIRT 


PWI CAP 


PWI SKYFLYER 


eee PWIT-SHIRT 


(specify size: s,m,I,xl) 


PWISKYFLYER Ss 00 ea. 
PWIBUMPER STICKER | $2.00 ea 


SHIRT SIZE (iSmall (iMedium 
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A FULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY 
MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 
SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 


WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED T-SHIRT 


A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
Ilustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED CAP 


The perfect companion to the PW/I T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated |ogo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED “SKYFLYER” 


Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PW/ ‘'Skyflyer”’ 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 91% 
inches in diameter. Only $5.00 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUMPER STICKER 


The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (334 inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUTTON 


Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PW button is oblong in 
shape and measures 134 inches by 234 inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


SPECIAL BONUS OFFER: DELUXE SUPERFAN PACKAGE! 


ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 
BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 
PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (Save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 
BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! 


TV SPORTS 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


Send To: MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 


Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. 5 


PWI BUMPER STICKER 


DELUXE PACKAGE 


(Trew [rae —Jouammy [Form] Sn «(MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 | 


APT 


STATE ZIP 


Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. I 
funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. | 


CiLarge OXLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 


Tully Blanchard was brought up with wrestling in his blood. And 
just like his father, veteran wrestler ‘‘Joltin’’’ Joe Blanchard, Tully is 
destined to soar to wrestling’s greatest heights 


INTRODUCING 
TULLY 
BLANCHARD 


PHOTOS BY D.J. SOLI 


Before a match, Tully gets AYBE THERE’S SOME 
advice from his dad (above). magic potion that’s served 
Another opponent is aboutto with the evening meal at West 
be put away (below). i ; 5 

Texas State University which 
accounts for the number of great 
athletes that school has turned out. 
It has given professional football 
“i oe such luminaries as Duane Thomas 
a & a and Mercury Morris, and wrestling 

a ee 

i / ‘ S 7 + 


j 


such giants as Dusty Rhodes and 
Terry Funk. 

Now another name has emerged 
from the cauldron of athletic 
competition, possessed of strength, 
determination and a famous dad. 

Meet Tully Blanchard. 

“West Texas is a great school 
‘cause they encourage partici- 

(Continued on page 10) 
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MAGNETS 2 
Deluxe Mini Lock Blade 
Dept. B25, 4514 19th Court East, Bradenton, Fla. 34203 


Opens quickly and locks into position 
Prevants blade trom snapping shut, Fine 
Quality steel is razor sharp and holds its 


edge, Excetient for outdoor work, fishing oer hinge You Never Knew Existed Since 1914 SN lor 
Tere chee ee 100% SATISFACTION OR YOUR MONEY BACK nickels, dimes. 


2 i hk . ) Quarters, All metal 
093, Mini Lock Blade $3.50 1985 JSC Reproduction Prohibited | Svarters, All meta! 


Fantastic fun bargain. Do tricks, stunts, Ch Ss chrome plated 
expenments, Arrange in millions of patterns 
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Genuine leather 
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WATER 


Looks Whe attractively bound book but 


90 aa br BE 2” TALLER MACHINE Keep valuable papers, wets; Maney. #\e: 
ie oe anywhere. In rugged i : e INSTANTLY = GUN hidden away 4x60 Vi $ 


2 side drink holders & flexible vinyl straw, » § 

be elma \ i raprenite your 

$10 _Orinking Hi yt - $3.38 Get FREE articles, novelties, books, stamps, eppearance. con 
Secret Whoopee 


coins. show tickets. games, films, pro fidence, Look big- 
ducts, maps. toys, food-drug samples, 94, stronger. Ship 7 i 
Noisemaker science materiais, records, jewelry. hob Shoots over 100 rapid fle rounds, Up to 1 . . 
Easy to hide in your el info. etc. Mammoth dwractory Invisible 30:ft. range. Grestost wdvencement for Commando Survival Knife 
hand when malang “nat- 1G00 free offers with names and fortable water “wats” in history Holds about Similar to knives used by Special Forces 
ural” notses better im- addresses. 64 pages. 4027. Pair $4.98 | 5:02 Pump action allows taster. harder Designed for toughest jobs. Use as knife, 
= agined than described 1018. "Things Free'* Directory $1.25 Authentic military stvle. | saw. hammer. hatchet, fish scaler, 5'' tem 
OS Just squeeze and heads. r pered steo! blade, Razor sharp, Back of 
wilt tum, Only 2° high - Police Style f blade has sharp saw teeth, Laminsted 
bul a grant funmaker 2 Chrome — leather handle for positive gna, Stitched & 
"2530 Whoopes Device .... $3.90 Nveted gentene leather sheath with leg tes. 
Sihierpening stone included. 


Canned " : 8420, Commando Knife., $11.98 
Smoke Stench Sleek Fingergrip Lockblade 
Grenades Ata a ana eee Guarantee Spray 6 way ‘i Finger fitting grin makes this a rool Handful 
Fieplistic looking. Pro- ae ng np - 35.98 8! cutting power With 4" mizror polished 
duces mushroom Hendeut case." $296 “ rAzOF Shap Stainless Steel blade, lingwr 
clouds of smoke. |""""A3a.-@6~-6”6~—~CSéSw enatic©§©6|(.)4778 Stench Spray ...... $3: guard protection, Wfetime warranty against 


breakege, Bleck plastic handle with shiny 
metal tn Smooth openng- Locks twmly 
Into position To prevent accnental coend 


Watch 'em head for 
the hills: 


(5.2011 Smoke Grenades, 12 for. $3.50 ¥ Authentic Replicas 
Sportsman's By poled srnath ocket S el 
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Mastive eoreedl caste Powerful, yet fits pocket like pen. opm. 
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design. About 24" 


r i 7 fies several times arom size. 
Features - Cite ce ~TEATHER BULL WHIP Leather Fingerless Gloves 
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Loop handle. Approx, 5-ft. long. 
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Garlic Gum, Awtul. 
0 2736. Pkg. of 5. 75¢ 


Deluxe Surprise Package 
Pleasant surprise and bar 


sheath. # gain, Includes new sam 
broken aver, we replace free! Litélime p las, Yectony @Urplid- ape At 2057 \k 
cial novelties, ete, Most ui D sappearing #2073 Garlic’ ~ | WRENS, 


(}8072 Sportsman's Knife ..... 53. worth much more 
SS — 9518. Deluxe Surprise Borgain, $2.98 


Deluxe Revolving Police Style >= _nvenotie 
Waming Light Only $8.98 HYPNOTIC 


Bubble Gum | Phony Brick- 


How To 
Kiss With 


Revolves just like authentic police Fascinating pocket- 

Confidence WHIRLING COIN 5 

Overcome your omorgency light, Attach to car roof or size invention, The > 

Heshed neal dashboard in seconds. Also makes ex whiding, spiraling -vor- | #3 = wood 

Become: 8 celant paychedesc perty; Bont. Healy aa) tex. action ofthe Ol#s969 Whdopes | Bloodgh 
; Into the music & the mood with brilllant HYPNO-COIN 4 

eer yeeaees Nene aes LN A el A ably oh On US Rut; |__100 Magnets Le Cushion |Capsul 

Teaches you With suction cup base for tast attachment. the atlention of 

develop courage, ‘ Abowt 6" tal, Uses standard batteries 
: 119527. Rotating Police Light... $8.90 | Fypnonzed Hypnotists to S}h 

instructions help Big Bang Fun Snaps See lr eho oened 
members of the opposite sex, develop more ig 9 P with 
stimulating and responsible relationships. | R¢al Bang-Up how to use the 


Funt Squeeze {*, [28103 Hypno-Coin (2 for $2.25 $2.25). $1.25 
Font) Squeeze (7 's ; #3118 Smoke 
em Toss ‘em! From Fingertips 


€ 


Te a ee . $2.98: #2192 Noisy [Pepper 
M ilion Dollar Bills LIVE SEA MONKEYS igh j Nose Blower | Bubble Gum 


“i onty | had @ million...” Mow you can take | 2S “7 Hatch entire family of ex- ; Any 3 - Only BB¢ each , 
your dream one step with these realis~ citing pets in minutes. Just oO Z ris 
tic booking bills. Sure to impress your irrends © add “instant Pe puri Sod of tea Magnet letmanle Ganrerceasbe ow dle es #5011 ff 


i 
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with the realism. Makes you took like a big > tied water. Watch the Any 4 - $3.25 (816 ea) 
ne rahe remaeeset | ok Se, ui teriewrer haste | megaman Seta eseneye| Cp Yeaods [AMA 1825 Meal Venus 
eongaracoag ts capnlpcecdM oth iy obs eT SR 25 Phony | Any 6 - $4.60 (776 ea)| Fly 
late handbook of tricks 
[5801 Million Dollar Bilis ..... 52.98 | “13760. Sea Morkeys Complete Set 82.15 | exons Fine eae ; Parking Tickets | 7 or more, 75¢ each | 1T@P 


AIR CAR fines on ain! at copy OPY PEN RADI RADIO Free 1986 Catalog 
New HOVERCRAFT glides like ma a ie You Never Knew Existed! 


over floors, sidewalks. EVEN WATER! 

‘Sleek car of the future Uses principle of iS OUS catalog of no pra 

air Suspension to ride On Cushion of air . fun-makers, planes 

sbove most any surface. Colorful plastic, gee meee 

"x8"e2" high. 4" propeller. 48° control Real Working Radio Hidden in Pen Case! TS , (Fadios, bikes 

fine from push button remote control unit. Simply press awiteh and Fits Into Your Pocket Like Pen! — engines, motors, sports, books, models, magic, much more. 

this beauty rises and floats in any direction you wish, Bust Hear SPORTS, MUSIC, LATEST NEWS AND EVENTS in office § [1 Yes—Send Me Your Catelog. | have enclosed 25¢ postage (Canadian $1.00), 
School, @ic. Slips into pocket Eke ordinary pen Tiny earphone for i 
kistening. Full range tuner. Guaranteed to pull in several stations in 


______.JOHNSON SMITH COMPANY 
your area, alth pe Mion wi va from place to place No addi: ‘Dept. B25, 4514 19th Court East, Bradenton, Fla. 34203 
tonal eapense, i powered solid state 
circuit: Cerriniuer dos t/pu fade tous in mae teeven GOT aero LOW MANY [EMME TOTAL WSC 
Ground wire included but not always necessary in many areas. Com- 


plete, ready-to-piai MONE) Eas not delighted 
—— 7052 Pen wa 


VENTRILOQUIST DUMMY 


Greatest illusion of the century! Apparently see bones thru akin fie SALE! $1.98 
Laugh riot when people don't know if they can trust you! bie a x “5 
embarrass everyone! Regular size ginases with built-in opti e Exclusive 


3762. XRAY Specs Only .- . $1.98 Per ‘Pair y" Import Bargain 
MIDGET CAMERA — $2.98 TAS Make Him Move, 


>. Gusranteed To Toke Pictures! Black & Act Life-Like, 
White ot Color! Uses standard 

126 film. Tokes 12 wallet size Seem to Talk, 
of 3%''x3%'' shots per car Sing. Laugh. 
midge, Got developed By 


& 
& ? 


NO C.0,D. Send check or money order (which you can get ae* 95¢ 
3t post office, bank, drug store). Canadian & foreign 
orders must add $2.00 extra shipping/handling. Use any TOTAL 
extra paper if needed. Money Back Guarantee 


¥! * | Full length 1 S.inch dummy with control to operate mouth and move Print Name 
head, No practice needed. "Talks" at once. Make him sit, stand, 
: ey - ‘| eee dance and act dive! Fully dressed in colorful tailored suit 
tures. Heavy-duty plastic con- jolded plastic, ni Addr aoe 
struction, With ‘level viewfinder, | INCLUDED FREE: i How ons rs! 
Single action shutter with jens: Voice (With or without dummy). Fool friends a5 voices seem to 
Midget Camera ..... ~ $2.98 | come from under bed, behind door: City 


Koon Black/Wivite 126 Cartridge . pe 
Kodak Color 126 Oe ee 
= ie Oe State Zip 


TULLY BLANCHARD 


(Continued from page 8) 


Monk” back in 1964. Joe's invaluable 
success as a young rookie. 


pation in all kinds of sports,” Tully 
said, stretching his 5-11, 235 pound 
frame. “I think my football 
experience has given me the guts to 
stand up under pressure. If you’rea 
quarterback, like I was, you gotta 
be able to take a lot. 

“That’s helped me in wrestling.” 

Tully was introduced to the 
world of professional wrestling 

10 


i 


Tully's father, “Joltin’” Joe Blanchard, takes on a masked man known as “The Masked 


help made it possible for Tully to have achieved 


through two avenues: his father 
and refereeing. 

“My dad helped mea lot,” Tully 
said of Joltin’ Joe Blanchard, three 
times Texas Heavyweight 
Champion, former Big Eight titlist 
and presently wrestling promoter. 
“He showed me a lot of different 
moves and what to watch for in the 
ring. But he never pushed me into 


the sport. He always left the final 
decision up to me, which I really 
appreciated.” 

During college, Tully refereed 
professional wrestling matches in 
San Antonio, Corpus Christi, 
Amarillo, and other Texas cities. 
Tully said this gave him insight into 
a part of wrestling he never could. 
get as a wrestler. 

“You see things from a whole 
different angle when you're the 
ref,” Tully explained. “As a 
wrestler you’re just obsessed with 
your opponent. As a ref you have 
to watch both guys, have to see 
everything in total. 

“With my wider range of vision 
from my quarterback days, this 
was easy for me. And refereeing 
expanded it even more. Now that 
I’m a wrestler full-time, I can see 
things coming other guys might not 
be able to.” 

In his brief professional career, 
Tully has found himself in some 
really wild matches. While 
wrestling in Charlotte, Blanchard 
had the misfortune of brawling 
with both Greg Valentine and Ric 
Flair. 

“Man alive, those are two real 
mean dudes,” Tully grimaced at the 
recollection. “You expect your foes 
to show some kind of class. Not 
those two. Well, if they thought I 
was some dumb rookie off the 
streets, they learned a couple of 
things that night.” 

For a while, Tully teamed with 
Wahoo McDaniel, then later with 
Tiger Conway Jr. However, it was 
as an individual that Blanchard 
achieved the pinnacle of his young 
career, the Southwest Television 
Championship. 

“That was the greatest moment 
of my life when I whipped Alberto 
Madril,” Tully grinned. “But now 
that dude is hot after my title. Well, 
if he wants to get the title back, let 
him come on into the ring for a 
while. 

“Or, if he wants to save himself 
some pain, let him call up Flair and 
Valentine. They might tell him to 
forget it!” O 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 
LORDS OF THE RING RINGMASTERS: 
B 
The first wrestling videotape ever is a power-packed hour of action and THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 
matches es ps dng ee held. Hens isis The latest from the PWI video library is an hour of action from “The 
Great American Bash"’—one of 1985's best cards. More than 30,000 
Some Of The Historic Matches You Will See: people filled Charlotte Stadium to witness an evening of super wres- 
@Kerry Von Erich wins the NWA title from Ric Flair tling excitement. Order the tape today and. reserve your ringside seat 
@Ric Fiair’s victory over Kerry in their Japanese rematch for the hottest ticket in wrestling. 
@ Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine in a dog-collar match = 
@Ric Flair regains the NWA title from Harley Race in a bloody cage The Card At “The Great American Bash’’: 
match at “Starrcade '83” @ Main Event: Ric Flair vs. Nikita Koloff for the NWA World title 
@The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones ®@The Road Warriors vs. Ivan Koloff & Krusner Khrushchev 
@The Von Erichs vs. The Freebirds @Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard (cage match) 
@ Junkyard Dog vs. The Missing Link ®@Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala 
@Plus: A Tribute To David Von Erich; Comedian Andy Kaufman's e@Jimmy Valiant vs. Paul Jones . 
match against Jerry Lawler; George Thorogood’s hard-rocking MTV @Ole & Arn Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer & Dick Slater 
video hit ‘Willie And The Hand Jive” @ Buddy Landell vs. Ron Bass 
@A\l this, and much, much more. @Plus an outrageous six-man tag team match 
Suggested List Price: $59.95 Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ 5.00 postage & handling) Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ 5.00 postage & handling) 
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Make check or money order payable and send to: Make check or money order payable and send to: 


[ | 
| tv sports | WV sporTs | 
| 80x 48 LORDS OF THE RING Hi ie: ova RINGMASTERS | 
j ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! | ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! | 
| Please check which format you want C1 VHS C) Beta | | Please check which format you want (VHS 0 Beta | 
Please rush me ________ copies of Lords Of The Ring. | enclose | | Please rush me ...... copies of Ringmasters: The Great American | 
$44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 ‘postage & handling) for each l | Bash. | enclose $44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & | 
| tape | am ordering. | | handling) for each tape | am ordering. | 
| Name I [ Name | 
I (e  ———— r— EE——— l | RAN i EE — ee | 
Ge 2 ea ee A iy oe ee See 


For all orders except U.S. & Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape ordered for air mail. 
U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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WRESTLING’S 


GREATEST 


_ R 


Save 35% Off The Regular 
Newsstand Price! 


Your savings in ordering a combination subscription to Inside Wrestling and 
The Wrestler is the equivalent of getting 8 ISSUES FREE! 


—~ Tag Team Survival Game: 2 Fz 
ie * + \, THE FANTASTICS DET READY FOR THK FABULOUS FRELUNDS 
WicTORy \ 


INSIDE WRESTLING and THE WRESTLER 
do not cover just one federation, they cover 
them all. If you want honest, unbiased cover- 
age of your favorite sport, INSIDE WRES- fe ' 
TLING and THE WRESTLER are the maga- [AGLI MUUCiaee 
zines for you. Our staff of reporters and sobece 

4 photographers will take you to every part of 
| the country, bringing you stories no one else 
would dare print. If you subscribe now, you'll 
insure that you receive the next 12 issues of | 
both THE WRESTLER and INSIDE WRES- 


TLING and you'll save $15 off the regular Fig as aye 
newsstand price at the same time! : a tata 
INSIDE WRESTLING THE WRESTLER 
(Published Monthly) a a a (Published Monthly) 


24 SENSATIONAL ISSUES FOR ONLY $27. 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: 
T.V. SPORTS () Renewal () New Subscription 
Box 48 


On new subscriptions, please allow up to eight weeks before 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 you receive your first magazine 


‘i 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| Please enter my subscription to both The Wrestler and Inside Wrestling. | will receive a total of 24 issues I 
{ (12 of each magazine). | am enclosing $27.00 as payment in full. | 
| 3 | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
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(Offer good in U.S, and Canada. All other countries $32.00. U.S. FUNDS ONLY) 


Here’s what it takes today to— 


) MAKE A FORTUNE 


IN YOUR OWN HOME BASED 


IMPORT/MAIL ORDER 
BUSINESS 


B. L. MELLINGER 
President, The Mellinger Co. 
Chairman, International Traders 


"| want you to have the help | missed 
when | started! | began in Mail Order with 
great ambition — but little information or 
capital. | only had about $100 to invest! 
| had questions about ads, magazines, 
pricing, you name it. There were no 
places to go for answers. | learned the 
‘hard way.’ Trial and error was costly. 
Even so I've made many millions in Mail 
Order. How much faster my progress if 
"'d had a Mellinger Plan for constant 
guidance. This is why | wrote my Plan so 
you can benefit by following a man who 
has done it ’’ and is continuing Mail Order 
success every day!” 


d in quantities. 
lin 


powerful 
7x35. 


balanced, 


Cc. S. CA 
Report Ist year net 
profit $18.500, 
2nd year $61,000, 
3rd year over 


PERSONAL GUIDANCE 
You will be invited to my Saar 
near your home as well as or 
great annual Trade show Convry 
tion, Get priceless personal he p , 
vital to your success and profit! 


$90,000. ** 
you many thanks 
for information in 
Mellinger World 
Trade Plan." 


The Mellinger Co., 6100 Variel Ave., Dept. S146C Woodland Hills, CA 91367 


be + 
Faz i 
Beautifully 


$3.55 


“My Import 
business pays me 
up to $80.00 an 
hour. I started my 
business without 
e I capital, Thank you 
Mr. Mellinger for 
your help and 
guidance.” 


EN Buy Everything BELOW WHOLE- 
SALE for biggest profits! [J Deal in hot- 
test new Imports! I start you with more than 
24,000 products! Follow complete 
Home Business Plan--step-by-step--nothing 
left to chance! [EJ Get 1000’s new products 
monthly--have experts search the world for 
you! [J Deal DIRECT with overseas sup- 
pliers! Cut out greedy middlemen! 


9 SECRETS GUARANTEE YOUR SUCCESS 


f Avoid tricks, traps and pitfalls that sink 
many ‘know it all’ beginners. Have ex- 
perienced help all the way! Profit with 
over 40 years success in Import/Export/Mail 
Order! Share my hard earned secrets! 
El Cash in on today’s booming Mail Order 
-- plus 24 more ways to make money with 
Imports! [J Meet with me personally near 
your home for individual guidance and help! 


Get it ALL in my Plan for a fast start to profit! 


DISCOVER PROFITS OF IMPORT! Products 
from overseas offer fantastic value and irresisti- 
ble sales appeal. Cash in big - and fast -- follow- 
ing my Home Mail Order Import Business Plan. 
Every step in this Plan is based totally upon my 
own personal success. You follow in my tried 
and proved steps! I show you exactly what to do 
so you get a quick, sure start. . .always dealing 
directly with your suppliers. Middlemen totally 
eliminated, so you keep all the profit! I will send 
you an actual sample Import free. . .and tell you 
how to turn it into profits! My Plan starts you 
with over 24,000 product choices -- more added 
every month. You always buy below wholesale! 


BENCH DRILLS MICRO- 
Power toolsall types. Buy COMPUTERS 
top quality below wholesale. babe 
Make big profits. Manofac- 
tured in the 
Far East, be- 
low U.S. costs. New frontier 
profit opportunity. Complete 
models including printer 
softwere from $232. 


SUNGLASSES 
Hundreds high fashion styles. 
Sell for big markup. 78¢ Ms 


EXERCISE MACHINE 
Buy below wholesale to 
cash in now on todays 

booming health craze mar- 


workmanship 
from Italy & 
Germany. 


First months 
volume $1,500. 
Ist year of LT, 
membership 

brought him sales 
volume of 
$160,000. His 


Dept. 


Viena ee 
RLOQN Sika Cartleate 
ONE SAMPLE IMPORT - FREE 


B. L. Mellinger/The Mellinger Co., 6100 Variel Ave. 
$146C,, Woodland Hills, CA 91367 
Send FREE REPORT, ‘How to Import and Export" 
Free sample import. Everything you send me is mine to keep 
without obligation. Show me how | can start a profitable home 
business of my own. 


START RIGHT AWAY! Actually make first 
Import transaction 10 minutes after Plan arrives. 
Start part time; go full time when ready. I travel 
the world doing your product searching so you 
never have to ask, ‘‘What will I deal in next?” 
I arrange your free membership in International 
Traders, instantly putting you in direct contact 
with major overseas suppliers. Operate 
anywhere. Great for husband/wife team and 
retirement. My report, ‘How to Import and Ex- 
port For Profit’ tells all. No obligation. No 
salesman will call. Clip and mail Certificate for 
free gift Import and everything else. Mail now! 
FREE SAMPLE IMPORT gives crystal clear 
proof of profits you can make. 


RECONDITIONED CARS 


AND TRUCKS GENUINE 
Toyota, Nissan, Isuzu, Mitsu. JADE 
NECKLACE 


bishi. Reconditioned to per- 
form like new. Make giant 
profits shipping to Africa 
states, Carribbean Islands, 


Exciting lingerie 
in new wet and 
stretchy fabric 


oo em 5, and black leather. 
: From Midnight 
35 mm CAMERA 4 Lady, England. sexy 
with hot shoe as Buy below FUN 
and carrying case. wholesale, WEAR 
$5.80 


IMPORTANT! 


Your initials must ap- 


also actual 


one, and one ONLY, 
Free Sample Import, | > 


biggest days sale 
Was a whopping 
$23,000. 


831MAF 


hwe not previously . 


State Zip Initial here 
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RAY STEVENS 


SNUKA’S 
BODYGUARD? 


ICK STEAMBOAT UNDER- 

STANDS Jimmy Snuka 
better than just about anybody. 
When you've viewed aman both 
as a close friend anda bitter 
enemy, you come to know the 
man from the inside out. 

Steamboat feels he knows 
even more about Jimmy Snuka 
than Jimmy Snuka does. “The 
man has deep psychological 
problems,” said Steamboat toa 
gathering of reporters. “It has 
been just about a year since he 
has changed his wrestling style, 
and did you know that in that 
time he has never given any 
explanation for it. Not to the 
fans, not to the press, and notto 
his old friends. 

“I’ve seen guys change their 
styles in this sport a lot. But 
usually there is something 
behind that change. Some 
reason. Snuka, though, is 
mindlessly led by his manager 
Gene Anderson.” 

Steamboat let his listeners jot 
down the last sentence in their 
notebooks and continued to 
state his analysis. “At first, | 
honestly thought that there was 
a good chance that Jimmy 
would turn rulebreaker for 
about a month, see the errors of 
his ways, and then come back 
to his friends. After a month, | 
thought it would take two 
months, and then three. But 
sadly, it never happened. 
Jimmy’s change goes a lot 
deeper than whether or not he 
follows the rules of the sport. 

A knock on the door 
interrupted Steamboat’s talk. 
“Ah, doctor, welcome,”’ 
Steamboat greeted an elderly 
bearded man, who walked with 
a cane. “Gentlemen,” Steam- 
boat said, “I’d like to introduce 
Dr. Heyward Mitchell. | have 
worked very closely with Dr. 
Mitchell for three months now. 
Together we have been 
studying Jimmy Snuka, the 
wrestler and the man, and we 
have come up with some very 


When Ray Stevens and Jimmy Snuka 
defended their NWA tag team champion- 
ship against former champions Rick 
Steamboat and Jay Youngblood, Stevens 
did most of the dirty work—literally. 


interesting conclusions. | give 
you Dr. Mitchell.” 

“As you know gentlemen,” 
Dr. Mitchell cleared his throat 
and continued. “Pardon me. As 
you know, it is impossible to 
make an accurate psychiatric 
study without direct access to 
the subject. Unfortunately, in 
this case that would obviously 
be impossible.” 

Mitchell smiled as though he 
told a psychology trade joke. 
After receiving no response 
from his listeners, the doctor 
continued. “‘What | have 
focused on in my study is the 
mental deterioration of the 
subject. Prior to his adjustment, 
he was a very outgoing and 
likable man. And the fascinating 
aspect of this case is that he 
retained those traits up until the 
very moment of his change. It 
was the most sudden per- 
sonality reversal | have ever 
experienced. And I’ve had a lot 
of experience.” 

Mitchell stroked his gray 


Accusing a man of being a inte Fee both. Why 
would Ray Stevens act as Jimmy Snuka’s bodyguard? What's 

the payoff? And is Jimmy Snuka actually fearful of fighting his 
own battles, a charge contrary to Snuka’s past ring behavior? 


beard, smiled, and once again 
received no response. “Since 
that change, however, there 
have been fascinating 
reciprocal alterations in the 
personality of the subject. | turn 
the floor back to Mr. Steamboat.” 
“Thank you doctor,” said 
Steamboat rising. “Gentlemen. 
It might appear to many people 
that Jimmy Snuka has furthered 
(Continued on page 56) 


Stevens is forced to combat both 
Youngblood and Steamboat. How long 
can Ray continue to assume the burden of 
the title for both he and Snuka? 
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VICTORY 
SPORTS 
SERIES 


* * 


Be sure to fill in the gaps in your collection of INSIDE 
WRESTLING, ‘‘The magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.”’ Get all the information you need to keep up 
on the pro wrestling scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 


sellouts—order today! 


July 1974/Stones include: Garea, Zbys- 
zko, Heenan, Strongbow. 
August 1974/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Sheik, Albano, Ladd. 
September 1974/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Graham, Brooks, Bruiser. 
November 1974/Stories include: Gar- 
vins, Mascaras, Sammartino, Graham, 
June 1975/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Abdullah, LeDuc, Brisco. 
August 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Garea, Rhodes, Sammartino. 
September 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Funk, Valiants, Gagne. 
February 1976/Stories Include: Andre, 
Strongbow, Lewin, Brazil. 
March 1976/Stories include: Ladd, 
Funk, Sheik, Robinson. 
he 1976/Stories include: Mascaras, 
lbano, Flair, Brisco. 
June 1976/Stories include; Sammartino, 
Bockwinkel, Flair, Mascaras, 
August 1976/Stories include: Funks, 
Mascaras, Sammartino, Putski, 
September 1976/Stories include: An- 
dre, Funk, Hansen, Mascaras. 
October 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Race, Johnson, Jones. 
November 1976/Stories include; Mas- 
caras, Wrestling II, Funk, Sammartino. 
December 1976/Stories include: 
Stasiak, Rhodes, Bockwinkel, Orton. 
January 1977/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Brisco, Funk, Gagne. 
August 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Graham, Mascaras, Lawler. 
September 1977/Stories include; Sam- 
martino, Andre, Mescaras, Brisco. 
October 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Mulligan. 
November 1977/Stories include: Gra- 
ham, Rhodes, Mascaras, Gagne. 
December 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Mascaras, Johnson, Maivia. 
March 1978/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Valentine, Backlund, Bockwinkel. 
April 1978/Stories include; Backlund, 
Graham, Steamboat. Bruiser. 


August 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Andre, Hansen, 

October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Andre, Rhodes, McDaniel, 
November 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Backlund, Flair, Steamboat. 
December 1978/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Rhodes, Wrestling II, Bravo. 
January 1979/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Mulligan, Rhodes, Backlund. 
February 1979/Stories include: Race, 
Sammartino, Steamboat, Ladd, 

April 1979/Stories include: Andre, Flair, 
Backlund, Jones. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Heenan. 

June 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, Su- 
perstar, Bockwinkel, Backlund. 

July 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Ladd, Valiant, Brower, 

August 1979/Stories include: Flair, Gar- 
vin, Race, Sammartino. 

September 1979/Stories include; 
Steamboat, Mascaras, Strongbow, 
Garvin, 

November 1979/Stories include: Snuka, 
Heenan, Race, Backlund, 

February 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Snuka, Santana, Albano. 

March 1980/Stories include: Flair, Rich, 
Funk, Duneum. 

April 1980/Stories include: Hogan, Rich, 
Backlund, Mascaras. 

May 1980/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel, 

June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 
dre, Hernandez, Keirn. 

July 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Von 
Erich, Superstar, Blassie. 

August 1980/Stories include; Sammar- 
tino, Wrestling Il, Baker, Koloff. 
September 1980/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik. 
November 1980/Stories include; 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff. 
January 1981/Stories include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater, 


February 1981/Stories include: Back- 
lund, DiBiase, Bravo, Anderson, 
April 1981/Stories include; Albano, 
Sammartino Jr., Race, McGraw. 

May 1981/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 

June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne 

September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog 
January 1982/Stones include: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink. 

February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 

March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
lund; Idol, Spoiler, 

April 1982/Stories include; Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. 

May 1982/Stories include; Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 

July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 

August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 
September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 

October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter 

December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 
February 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 

March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 

April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 

May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton, 

July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 

August 1983/Stories include; Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
ll, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 
December 1983/Stories include; Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
February 1984/Stories include: Abdul- 
lah, Sawyers, Valiant, Von Erich. 

March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 

May 1984/Stories include; |ron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling II, 

August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 


September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors, 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A, 
January 1985/Stories include; Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair, 

March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 

April. 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 
October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 
November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 
February 1986/Stories include: R'n'R 
Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 
March 1986/Stories include; Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors vs. Russians, Hillbil- 
ly Jim, Rude, Lawler. 

April 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 
Rhodes, Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 

May 1986/Stories include: Randy Sav- 
age, Stan Hansen, Rock 'n’ Rolls. 

June 1986/Stories include: British Bull- 
dogs, Windham-Ric Flair, Lance Von 
Erich, Blanchard. 

July 1986/All-American Special Issue, 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
August 1986/Stories include; Hogan at 
WrestleMania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab 
Ones, Williams. 

September 1986/Stories include: 
Rhodes & T.A., Andre, Adams, Hail, 
Windham, Journey vs. Maxine. 

October 1986/Stories include: Flair-Lu- 
gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors. 
November 1986/Stories include: War- 
riors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 
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Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER. Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the world today. 
Supplies are limited. Don’t delay—order today! 


June 1975/Stories include: Andre, Mu- 
taco, Funk, Lawler. 

August 1975/Stories include: Sarnmar- 
tino, Patterson, Stasiak, Rivera. 
December 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, McDanie!, Blackjacks. 
January 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Putski, Wrestling II, Rhodes. 
February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Sammartino, Rhodes, Valentine. 

July 1976/Stories include: Andre, Wres- 
tling Il, Inoki, Von Erich. 

November 1976/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Valentine, Mosca. 
December 1976/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Mulligan, Brody, Funk. 

January 1977/Stories include: Brody, 
Andre, Wrestling !I, Mascaras. 
February 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Jones, Funk, Von Raschke. 
April 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Funk, Flair, Bockwinkel. 

May 1977/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Valiants, Andersons, Sammartino. 

June 1977/Stories include: Patera, 
Putski, Hernandez, McDaniel. 

July 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Rocca, Mascaras. 

October 1977/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Sammartino, Flair, Snuka. 

November 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Slater, Mascaras, Snuka. 
September 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Grahams, Andre, Mascaras. 
October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Backlund, McDaniel, Race. 
November 1978/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre, Ladd, Graham. 

December 1978/Stories include: Brisco, 
Mulligan, Andre, Blanchard, 

February 1979/Stories include: Ladd, 
Flair, Idol, Heenan. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Brody, Valiants, Race. 

July 1979/Stories include: Wrestling II, 
Backlund, Sammartino, Andre. 


August 1979/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Patera, Stevens, Superstar. 
September 1979/Stories include; Su- 
perstar Gramham, Cyclone Negro, Greg 
Gagne, Mil Mascaras. 

October 1979/Stories include: Flair, Val- 
entine, Santana, Muraco. 


December 1979/Stories include: Andre, 
Graham, Rhodes, Mascaras. 

January 1980/Stories include: Race, 
Backlund, Snuka, Brisco. 

February 1980/Stories include: Andre, 
Flair, DiBiase, Superstar, 

March 1980/Stories include; Sammar- 
tino, Murdoch, Mulligan, Andre, 

April 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Di- 
Biase, Youngblood, Wrestling II. 

May 1980/Stories include; Andre, Mas- 
caras, Bockwinkel, Patera. 

June 1980/Stories include: Backlund, 
Abdullah, Brisco, Flair. 

August 1980/Stories include: Valentine, 
Zbyszko, Von Erich, Albano. 
September 1980/Stories include: Ladd, 
Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 

October 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Rhodes, Wrestling II, Morales. 
November 1980/Stories include: Rich, 
Hogan, Snuka, Super Destroyers. 
January 1981/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. 
February 1981/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling Il. 
March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 
moans, Blassie, Wrestling Il. 

May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs. 

June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Piper, Rich, Martel. 

July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 

August 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 
Slaughter, Martel, Idol. 

October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 

December 1981/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Steele, Race, Hogan. 


January 1982/Stories inolude: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino, 
March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Albano, Flair, Race. 
April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 
strongs, Valentine, Santana. 
May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 
June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Reed, Albano, Piper. 
July 1982/Stories include; Rich, Sawyer, 
Flair, Steamboat. 
August 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 
November 1982/Stories include; Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair. 
December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 
January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 
March 1983/Stories include: Piper, 
Reed, Valiant, Roberts. 
April 1983/Stories include; Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 
May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 
June 1983/Storiés include: Windham, 
Mariel, Brody, Andre. 
July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 
August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 
November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 


December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors, 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 

April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 

July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 
September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 


October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 


| Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 


November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat, 
January 1985/Stories include: Yon 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Kaloffs, 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 
April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich, 
June 1985/Stories include; Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 
July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 
Suge 1985/BONUS 4-PG, COLOR 
SECTION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 
September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 
November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
January 1986/20th Anniversary Issue! 
10 Greatest Wrestlers, Rhodes, Hogan, 
Sammartino. 
February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
| Orndorff, Flair, Hansen. 
March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Manrtel. 
April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. 
May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 
November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Orndortf, Von Erich. 
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HAVE THE 
VALIANTS BEEN 


ACKLISTED 7 


HE LIST CONTAINED over 

100 names. Lines were 
through 88 of them. After the 
telephone receiver came crashing 
down, Jim Valiant scribbled 
through number 89. He began to 
dial the next number when he 
stopped and hung up. 

“I'm tired,’ the athlete 
explained, “I can’t hear any 
more lies today. No sense 
rushing when it’s a hopeless 
cause.” 

John Valiant tried to buoy his 
brother’s spirits but could find 
nothing to say. He tried to think 
of some gesture that might help. 
But how does one beaten man 
help another? The Valiants, who 
once ran roughshod over all 
wrestling, feared they were 
beaten. 

When the pair ruled, they 
never asked anything from 
anyone. Everything passes, 
everything changes. Now the 
brothers realized when you 
thumb your nose at the world, 
it's an invitation to get that nose 
punched all over your face. The 
tag team is reeling from the 
pounding. 

The list contained the names 
of promoters, men who had once 
paid small fortunes to have the 
Valiants wrestle in their arenas. 
Now these same _ promoters 
refuse to hire the pair. The 
Valiants are beginning to fear 
their names are on a blacklist. 

Blacklist. There is no more 
degrading experience a human 
being can suffer. Once your 
name appears on one, the only 
course open is defeat. There are 

(Continued on page 58) 


Above: Both Jim and John Valiant leap into the fray to doubleteam Chief Jay 
Strongbow. Below left: John is about to land an elbowsmash on Dean Ho's head. Below 
right: Larry Hennig is the victim of Jim Valiant’s powerful headlock. Lately, the 
Valiants have been having difficulty getting matches, leading them to believe they 
have been blacklisted. 


Why are the Valiants wrestling so infrequently? 
Only a few years ago they were the most feared 
and famous tag team in the world. Have they been 
forced into idleness by a conspiracy against 
them? Don’t answer until you’ve read this article 
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Von Erich 
Family 


Feud: 


The arrival of Lance Von Erich 

in the World Class area was hailed 
both by fans and the Von Erich 
family as the greatest event of 1985. 
But after only a few months of 
competition in the area, has Lance 
already worn out his welcome? 


Photos by Buddy Myers 


AM 
Pir | | 
Lance completes a sunset flip against a re- 
luctant Terry Gordy. In a short time, Von 
Erich has made quite an impression. 
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HEN LANCE VON Erich 

made his World Class area de- 
but on October 6, 1985, he was greeted 
with the kind of welcome that few 
wrestlers ever experience: 

Over 30,000 fans in the Cotton Bowl 
cheered wildly as Lance was introduced 
to the Texas fans by his cousins Kerry 
and Kevin Von Erich. As Lance stood 
up and waved to the crowd in street 
clothes (he was not scheduled to wres- 
tle), Kerry and Kevin beamed with 
pride. They knew that Lance would 
enjoy immediate popularity with the 
World Class fans, and they knew that 
he would become an important weap- 
on in the Von Erichs’ various feuds 
throughout the Lone Star State. 

Three weeks later, on October 28, 
Lance entered the ring in Ft. Worth, 
Texas, to the ecstatic cheers of the 
World Class fans. Lance was scheduled 
to wrestle NWA World champion Ric 


Flair, and his cousins Kerry and Kevin 
watched the match from the dressing 
room doorway with tremendous inter- 
est. As the fans cheered their support, 
Kerry and Kevin looked at each other 
and smiled. Blood is blood, and the 
success of one Von Erich is the success 
of the entire family. When Lance bat- 
tled Flair to a no-contest decision, Ker- 
ry and Kevin looked at each other and 
grinned. 
Lance was going to do just fine. 
And in the weeks that followed, 
Lance did more than fine. In fact, his 
wrestling in Texas was successful be- 
yond anyone’s wildest imagination. 
Lance wrestled Jack Victory—and 
beat him. Lance wrestled One Man 
Gang— and beat him. Lance teamed 
with Kerry to battle Rick Rude and 
Johnny Tatum—and beat them. 
Along the way, the cheers for Lance 
grew louder and louder. Yes, Lance 
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was feeling quite at home in the World 
Class area. His true identity—that of a 
Von Erich—had been revealed, and ev- 
erything was going fine. In fact, the 
fans seemed to respect him even more 
due to the fact that he wrestled as 
Ricky Vaughn for his first pro year, 
not wishing to ride to fame on the 
coattails of the Von Erich legacy of 
greatness. 

But those perceptive fans and friends 
of the Von Erich family, who were 
able to catch glimpses of Kerry and 
Kevin in the dressing room area while 
Lance was wrestling, or who closely 
followed Lance’s progress in Texas 
since his arrival, noticed something pe- 
culiar happening. 

The smiles of pride that would ap- 
pear on Kerry and Kevin’s faces when 
Lance was being introduced to the fans 
would, week after week, seem to 
change in character. The smiles would 
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be not so wide. The eyes would devel- 
op a few crinkles around the edges. 
Kerry and Kevin would cast sideways 
glances at each other, glances that told 
volumes more than the casual observer 
failed to notice. 

“In the very beginning, Kerry and 
Kevin were genuinely glad to have 
Lance in Texas,” said a close friend of 
the Von Erichs who, for obvious rea- 
sons, chose to remain anonymous. 
“‘Mike was very ill at the time, and 
Lance’s arrival was an emotional boost 
to the entire family. 

“But you see, Lance achieved suc- 
cess very, very quickly here in Texas,”’ 
the source said. “‘It’s the kind of thing 
that would make anyone jealous. And 
the fact that Lance is the cousin of 
Kerry and Kevin—not quite as solid 
and close a member of the family as a 
brother, but still a blood relation nev- 
ertheless—kind of amplifies the jealou- 


51S LANCE 
i COMING 
a BETWEEN 


Gordy anticipates being able to push out of 
Von Erich’s headlock, but he does not an- 
ticipate Lance’s strength. 
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Kerry and Lance Von Erich (partially ob- 
scured) rush to Kevin’s aid before Terry 
Gordy can slam him from the tumbuckles 
(above). The Rick Rude-Lance Von Erich 
feud (below) is beginning to draw a great 
deal of attention in Texas. Might this make 
Lance’s cousins jealous? 


sy that much more. Kerry and Kevin 
will deny it up and down, but I see it. 
I know it’s there, because I can see the 
subtle changes in their attitudes toward 
Lance over the last two months. The 
truth of the matter is this: Kerry and 
Kevin will Have to come to grips with 
Lance’s success, and soon, or else 
there’s going to be big trouble within 
the Von Erich clan.” 

The implications of a Von Erich vs. 
Von Erich feud, should such a situa- 
tion ever develop, are staggering. 
Imagine: Wrestling’s first family, the 
most popular stars in Texas and, argu- 
ably, anywhere in the wrestling world, 
clawing at each other’s throats in a 
war that would rip the family unit to 
shreds and make the Kevin Von Erich- 
Chris Adams feud look like a Sunday 
school picnic. 

The World Class area would be 
placed in ‘a state of utter chaos for 
perhaps years. 

The seeds of such a bitter crop are 
already planted. The questions that 
need to be answered, however, are: 
Will Kerry and Kevin allow personal 


and professional jealousy to overcome 
them, and are the forces in the World 
Class area who oppose the Von Erichs 
prepared to act as catalysts in helping 
this potential family feud reach full 
realization? 

The answer to the second question is 
undoubtedly ‘‘yes.’? But the answer to 
the first is not as clear a ‘‘no”’ as you 
might hope. Jealousy is a terribly un- 
predictable emotion. We’ve already 
seen how jealousy destroyed what 
many felt was the strongest friendship 
in wrestling: Kevin Von Erich and 
Chris Adams. And we’ve seen how 
that same jealousy can fuel a feud to 
unimagined heights of brutality. 

Kerry and Kevin Von Erich are pro- 
fessional athletes who both possess a 
great deal of personal pride. And pride 
is vulnerable to jealousy most of all. 

By being too successful, Lance Von 
Erich may precipitate the ugliest war 
professional wrestling will ever see. We 
can only hope that Kerry and Kevin 
Von Erich. will be able to control their 
own personal demons before the un- 
thinkable actually comes to pass. LJ 


SS ee WHY See 


LARRY ZBYSZKO 
CAN’T HOLD ON 
TO A TITLE 


Larry Zbyszko suffers from delusions of 
grandeur, yet he has been unable to hold 
on fo a major championship for more than 
a few months. The question is will he ever, 
or will his hatred for everything around 
him cause him to self-destruct? 


SSUMING THAT THE real 
Ave of any wrostler lies in 

his ability to capture and de- 
fend a title, then Larry Zbyszko ain't 
worth an umbrella in a_ blizzard. 
Zbyszko has held three titles in his 
erratic career and held on to them 
for a total of seven months. One of 
those titles, the National champion- 
ship, Zbyszko purchased amidst a 
heap of controversy, and was able to 
keep for all of 14 days. 

Yet any wrestling fan with one 
good eye and half an ear knows 
Larry Zbyszko to be among the most 
feared and devastating wrestlers to 
emerge in the past 15 years. They 
know Zbyszko to be the man who 
caused Bruno Sammartino to bow in 
pain and, many insist, hasten the 
“Living Legend’s” retirement from 
the ring. 

So why, while dozens of lesser 
men are able to maintain titles of all 
sorts, has the sport handcuffed Larry 
Zbyszko? What is it in Zbyszko’s na- 
ture and temperament that has pre- 
vented him from translating his obvi- 
ous skill into the shine and ee Photos by 
substance of a championship belt? Chaz Fenn 
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On the one hand, Zbyszko is 
wrestling’s John McEnroe—their mu- 
tual arrogance notwithstanding—in 
regard to their inabilities to capture 
certain titles. McEnroe’s only Achilles 
heel being Roland Garros, scene of 
the French Open, while Zbyszko’s 
failures are more geographically 
complex—every arena has proven 
‘ unfriendly to Zbyszko in his champi- 
onship encounters. 

Explanations are as plentiful as 
strings on a tennis racket or stitches 
on a cut opened by a foreign object. 

Pressure supplanting skill. Both 
McEnroe and Zbyszko obviously 
have the skills necessary to win, but 
the pressures accompanying their title 
tilts have been paralyzing. How else 
can one account for the crumbling 
John McEnroe underwent when, up 
two sets to none against a weaken- 
ing Ivan Lendl in the 1984 French 
Open finals, he dropped the next 
three sets without resistance. Or, 
how does one explain Larry Zbys- 
zko's domination of Bob Backlund 
during a 1980 battle for the WWF 
championship that ended with Back- 
lund’s inexplicable pin of Zbyszko? 

They don’t want it bad enough. 
It's hard to believe that both of 
these men would stop at anything to 
silence the shipload of critics that 
have haunted them since day one of 
their careers, At least McEnroe has 
Wimbledon, Forest Hills, and Austra- 
lia to fall back upon. Owning the 
Americas title for three months is 
hardly an occasion to boast. Believe 
us, Zbyszko wants it, perhaps more 
than anyone in wrestling. 

Feuds. In the 1980 finals of Wim- 
bledon and the French Open, 
McEnroe jumped out to an early 
lead against archrival, Bjorn Borg, 
only to watch like a spectator as 
Borg thundered back to victory in 
both matches. The glacial demeanor 
of Borg, combined with McEnroe’s 
urgent struggle to remove the Swed- 
ish monkey from his back, contribut- 
ed to McEnroe simply falling apart. 
He played the personality rather 
than the opponent. Zbyszko’s entire 
career—post Bruno—has been one 
24 


Only Larry Zbyszko knows for sure if he is trying to work his way back 
into title contention, or if he couldn't care less about such things, as he 
claims. Larry has to come back from behind against the veteran Wahoo 
McDaniel (above and below). 


pdeped sockey? | 


ob 


of constant feuding, of allowing 
emotions to overwhelm ring skills 
and being unable to separate bitter- 
ness and excellence. As long as 
Zbyszko allows his hostility to cloud 
his strategy, he’ll continue pining for 
a championship. 

On the other hand (we left the 
one hand suspended in tangent 
about four paragraphs back), Larry 
Zbyszko might belong to that intem- 
perate minority of wrestlers who 
could not care less about titles, belts, 
and other such adornments. “| don’t 
give a good goddamn about titles,” 
he barked in reply to our question. 
“Titles are for idiots like Sgt. Slaugh- 
ter. Men like him need labels. They 
need medals. They need fans cheer- 
ing for them like bleating sheep. 
They are so insecure that without 
constant public approval they cry. 
Like little children. 

“So | can’t hold on to a belt, can 
|? Who, needs a belt? They're confin- 
ing. With belts come rules. All of a 
sudden you have old men telling 
you when to defend it, how often, 
and against who. | need that? Titles 
are for wimps without direction. 
They're for people who need to be 
pointed in the right direction their 
whole lives. 

‘Without a title, I’m still in de 
mand. Without a belt, I’m still highly 


oe 


Zbyszko stuns Wahoo with a forearm to the throat (top left). The combatants are dead- 


locked in a test of strength (above). Larry is one of those wrestlers who would probably 


benefit from the guidance of a manager. 


paid. And believe me—if | felt it 
were necesary to confirm my great- 
ness by winning a world title, | 
would do it. It’s easy. It’s no 
problem.” 

By attempting to shift the empha- 
sis away from a championship’s im- 
portance, Zbyszko is doing just the 
opposite. One need only review the 
films of his match against Sgt. 
Slaughter to understand how cata- 
strophic it was to Zbyszko’s ego to 
lose his Americas title to the Ser- 
geant. And how can Zbyszko ac- 
count for the $25,000 he once paid 
Killer Brooks to buy the National ti- 


tle? He refused to comment on ei- 
ther issue, although the answer is 
quite clear. 

What Larry Zbyszko needs is a 
manager strong enough to handle 
his runaway ego and penchant for 
self-destruction. A good manager 
would channel Zbyszko’s hostility 
into productive methods of action, 
which should result in a lengthy, vi- 
cious—this is Larry Zbyszko we're 
talking about—and satisfying title 
reign. But Zbyszko must recognize 
his lack of self-discipline himself, 
since no one is breaking down his 
door to help. O 
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Gino Hernandez acknowledges the jeers 
of the Texas crowd as he enters the ring to 
do battle against David Von Erich. 


EMEMBRANCES OF Gino 
Hernandez’s childhood are 
preserved within the tattered 


folds of a bitter mind. Eruptions 
of that resentment only help 
point to his cunning, violent 
nature. 

Sometimes the lava of hatred 
spills over and brands a 
particular opponent. Such an 
opponent has crossed Gino’s 
path. The foe possesses all the 
qualities which Hernandez 
finds infuriating. 

The young man is David Von 


A HA 
FUELE 


Erich. He has enjoyed certain 
advantages which Hernandez 
never had. 

For this innocent crime, 
Hernandez has vowed to 
destroy Von Erich. 

“Yeah, when | came up, | 
didn’t have a silver spoon in my 
mouth like that punk Von 
Erich,” sneered Hernandez. 
“Fritz gives those kids all the 


things | never had. 

“| had to work my way up the 
ladder. | didn’t have anyone 
clearing the road for me. What 
do those guys know about 
struggling, huh? Hell, lifeon the 
way up can be tough. 


David Von Erich is surrofinded by fans (above) before he combats enemy Gino 
Hernandez. Hernandez reaches for the safety of the ropes (below) when David snares 
him in a deadly sleeperhold. 


PHOTOS BY BILL APTER 


D BY ENVY 


“That's why guys like the Von 
Erichs turn my stomach into 
sour cream. That’s why | like to 
smash their faces into pulp. 

Taut lips peeled back to 
reveal two rows of clenched 
teeth. Seizing a dry towel, 
Hernandez smothered it over 
the streams of perspiration 
running over his forehead. 

“Nah, it’s not envy. What 


should | be jealous? I’ve got the 
talent of a champ. But it bugs 
me when those guys complain. 
“Hell, Ill tell you what to 
complain about. A few years 
back | had to literally beg my way 
into matches. Who knew of 
Gino Hernandez? Who helped 
me? Think David Von Erich ever 
scraped his knees to get a 
(Continued on page 50) 


Some men are born to riches, others are born to struggle. David 
Von Erich was born lucky. Gino Hernandez was born hating 
people born lucky. That’s why Gino is mercilessly determined to 
drive men like David out of wrestling 
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T IS NO SECRET Bruno Sam- 

martino despises dirty wrestling 
tactics as much as he despises the 
men carrying them out. That fact 
caused some puzzlement when the 
“living legend” recently took up a 
long-time challenge from Stan 
Stasiak for a no-holds-barred 
match. 

“| just got tired of hearing Stasiak 
pop off about what he would do to 
me if he could get me ina no-holds- 
barred match,” said Bruno. “He was 
going around telling everybody how 
he would destroy me if | ever 
accepted his challenge to such a 
match. But I'll tell you this in all 
honesty—he never once came out 
and challenged me _ formally. 
Stasiak told other managers, 
promoters, wrestlers, and reporters 
he'd love to face me in a no-holds- 
barred match, but when it came 
right down to it, he never did 
challenge me directly.”’ 

After months of hearing Stasiak 
shoot his mouth off, Sammartino 
reached his limit. He could take no 
more. Bruno sent word through his 
manager, Arnold Skoaland, to The 
Grand Wizard, manager of Stasiak, 
that he wanted to face his long-time 
enemy ina Sicilian stretcher match. 


“If Stasiak wants a rough battle, 
then he’s got one,” stated Bruno. “‘I 
don't know of anything more brutal 
than a Sicilian stretcher match. We 
will battle each other until one of us 
has to be carried out of the arena on 
a stretcher. Can you think of 
anything more brutal than that?” 

Bruno was getting carried away 
in his hatred for Stasiak. Under 
nearly any other circumstances, 
Sammartino would never have 
wanted to take part in any no-holds 
barred match. Was he afraid of what 
might happen to himself? On the 
contrary. Bruno was terrified of 
what might happen to an opponent 
should the man receive the full 
force of Sammartino’s unleased 
fury in a Sicilian stretcher match. 

“I'm for clean and_ scientific 
wrestling, Bruno said, ‘‘and 
everybody knows that. But Stasiak 
has to be taught a lesson.’ 

Stasiak and The Grand Wizard 
had themselves a good laugh when 
they were informed of Sam- 
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martino’s challenge for a Sicilian 
stretcher match. 

“This will be a snap for me,” 
boasted Stasiak. ‘‘Sammartino 
wants to play my kind of game.!Ican 
beat him in a scientific wrestling 
match, but | can destroy him ina 
stretcher match. That fettucini- 
faced, spaghetti-bending, noodle- 
nosed Sammartino made a mistake 
when he challenged me to a 
stretcher match. He’s going to 
regret ever making that challenge.” 

When the match was over, Bruno 
did regret the challenge. But it 


wasn't because Stasiak gave him 
the whipping of his life. It was 
because Bruno gave Stasiak the 
whipping of A/s life. In doing so, 
Bruno was forced to stoop to the 
lowest of wrestling tactics—to 
tactics he totally despises. 
Sammartino did everything but use 
a foreign object on Stasiak, who 
was taken totally by surprise at the 
ruthlessness and cruelty of 

Sammartino’s attack. 
To make matters worse for 
Stasiak, Bruno demanded the 
(Continued on page 52) 


Bruno-Stasiak 


Stretcher Match 


THE TRIUMP 


No one but a 
madman likes 
wrestling in a 
Sicilian Stretcher 
Match. Sometimes, 
a man must do what 
he hates. Bruno 
Sammartino, driven 
to this match, only 
hopes the fans will 
forget it as soon 
as possible! 


It’s a game of cat and mouse (right and 
below) as Bruno and Stasiak struggle to 
prevent becoming stretcher victims. 


ate 


H THAT SHAMED 
ARTING 


Bob Backlund vs. Rick Martel: 


THE GREATEST AWA 


TITLE MATGH EVER! 


QUOTE FROM the Bible 

hanging over Bob Backlund’s 
desk at home says, “I wish to 
enter my Father’s house justi- 
fied.” It means that when all is 
said and done, the important 
thing is to be able to justify how 
you spent your life. No excuses, 
no compromises too great, no in- 
ability to justify how you spent 
your life. 

Backlund placed that quote 
above his desk during the third 
year of his WWF championship 
reign. It was then when he started 
asking for a scientific opponent to 
prove that he could defend his 
tile against any and all comers. 
The powers that be in the WWF 
refused him his request. By the 
fourth year, Backlund understood 
he would always have a tainted 
title. There was no way he’d be 
able to answer his critics when 
they pointed out he never wres- 
tled a_ scientific challenger. 
Throughout those six years as 
WWF champion, Backlund always 
wondered if he was making a 
compromise too great, a compro- 
mise that might keep him from 
being considered one of the 
greats. 

Then Backlund lost his title and 
2 fate esinn felt like a man at once devastated 
— and free. After months of intro- 


It was a match once forbidden to Rick Martel and one for which 
Bob Backlund had spent his WWF title reign begging in vain. 
Now Martel and Backlund would face each other in a world 
title match. History watched and held its breath as both men 
battled in the most important match of their careers! 


30 


a ee Eee 
‘Above? Backlund surprises Martel with a spectacu- 
lar rear takedown. Right: Martel tries to weaken 
his challenger with an airplane spin. Below: Back- 
lund adroitly ducks under Martel’s attempted flying 
bodypress. 


spection and contemplation, he 
decided to join Pro Wrestling 
U.S.A. and go after both NWA 
World champion Ric Flair and 
AWA World champion Rick Mar- 
tel. The main factor behind this 
decision was Backlund’s chance 
to get a shot at both scientific and 
rulebreaking wrestlers. He would 
get his chance to go into his Fa- 
ther’s house justified. 

The chance soon came. Rick 
Martel, who left the WWF when 
he couldn’t get a title shot during 
Backlund’s reign, offered to give 
Bob a shot at his AWA World 
championship. Backlund accepted 
gratefully, Knowing many other 
wrestlers would have frozen him 
out because they couldn’t get a 
title shot at him. Martel is a gener- 
ous man, or perhaps he too wish- 


Photos by Bruce Krietzman 


es to enter his Father's house 
justified. 

Whatever the reason, Martel 
gave him the shot. Backlund pre- 
pared diligently (as did Mar- 
tel). Bob studied videotapes, 
worked out long and hard, and 
devised special strategies. When 
he drove his car to the arena, he 
at least had the satisfaction of 
knowing he had never been more 
ready for a match in his life. 

Most people would have ex- 
pected Bob to be nervous about 
the coming confrontation. When 
someone asked how he felt in the 
dressing room, he shook his 
head, smiled, and said, “It’s not 
like | thought it would be. | 
thought I’d be tense and nervous. 
Instead, | feel great. Let me try to 
explain. The first time you go on a 
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rollercoaster you're really nervous. 
About halfway through the ride, 
worry turns into delight. The sec- 
ond time you go on, you’re excit- 
edly prepared for what’s going to 
happen. It’s not nervousness, just 
sharp anticipation. That’s what | 
feel now, sharp anticipation. | 
can’t wait to start. There’s no way 
| can do less than my best 
tonight. 


“| may not win, but that’s not 


important. I’ve waited a long time 
for a match like this and I’m giv- 
ing it everything I’ve got. No mat- 
ter what else happens, there’s 
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nothing better than doing some- 
thing with all the stops out. That’s 
what makes wrestling the greatest 
sport in the world.” 

Martel too was excited about 


the match. “Almost always, a 
champion has two kinds of match- 
es,” he explains. ‘The first proves 
you’re a good champion; no mat- 
ter what the opponent can throw 
at you, you're able to take it. The 
second match proves you're a 
good wrestler; you’re able to han- 
dle a scientific opponent honor- 
ably. With Backlund, | get a 
chance to prove both. He has 


: 

Left: Martel successfully executes a sunset 
flip against Backlund, but he would be un- 
able to hold his challenger down for the 
three-count. Above: Rick gets another 
golden opportunity to win as he completes 
the flying bodypress, but again Backlund 
would kick out in time. 


his mind set on a championship, 
so | know he’ll extend himself to 
the limit to win. It will take a 
champion to beat him. At the 
same time, | know he’ll wrestle 
cleanly, so it will take a wrestler to 
beat him. Yeah, I’m excited!’’ 

From the opening bell, that ex- 
citement was evident in the battle. 
Two expert grapplers used their 
superb skills and intelligence in 
what has to be considered one of 
the classic bouts of all time. It 
was one of those special events 
where the crowd seemed to be 
drawn into the action. Fans found 
themselves moving and counter- 
ing in their seats, so strongly did 
they identify with one or both of 
the men. 

It was a match of moments ra- 
ther than any sustained assault. If 
one man performed brilliantly and 
seemed to gain an advantage, the 
other countered magnificently 
within seconds. These men had 
prepared so well for each other 

(Continued on page 65) 
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Hacksaw Jim Duggan’s 


Own Story: 


“BUTCH REED IS 
NO BETTER THAN 


DICK MURDOCH!” 


By Hacksaw Jim Duggan 


DON’T LIKE Dick Murdoch but | 

hate him less than | like Butch 
Reed. What | mean is, when it 
comes to their attitudes about 
wrestling, there ain’t a good spit’s 
worth a difference between the 
two, and that’s a fact. Sometimes 
it appears that we are cheered or 
booed depending upon what side 
of the bed the fans wake up on in 
the morning. So for us grapplers, 
it’s not any real indication of a 
man’s worth if he is booed or 
cheered. All of us have been 
both, for reasons both good and 
not so good, and while it’s nice to 
hear your name being appiauded, 
any man putting too much worth 
in a bunch of cheers is in for a 
well-deserved tumble. 

Let me tell you what amounts 
to a man in my ledger. Consisten- 
cy. Reliability. Loyalty. Strength of 


Former North American champion Dick Mur- 
doch executes a spinecrusher against current 
champion—and former friend—Butch Reed. 


character. Show me a man with 


those traits—rare traits in this 
business—and I'll show you a 
man really worth cheering. Of 
course, wrestling is largely a fickle 
sport. In order to survive you 
sometimes find yourselves in alli- 
ances that might otherwise curdle 
your stomach. 

| watched this movie the other 
weekend that neatly sums up the 
world of wrestling for men like 
Reed and Murdoch. The movie 
took place in post-WW II Italy. In 
one scene there is this greenhorn 
19-year-old American soldier 
speaking with a 107-year-old salt- 
of-the-earth Italian peasant. The 
kid is pleased as pudding that his 
army—his country—was able to 
liberate all these good Italian peo- 
ple. He says something like, 
“Ain't it great, Senor, that now 


Hacksaw Duggan is a man of few words. But the war between 
Butch Reed and Dick Murdoch has troubled the man who “walks 
tall for America,” and he has decided to put his thoughts down 
on paper. In this exclusive story by Duggan himself, he describes 
to you what he believes is the composition of a real man 
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you can be free to believe in the 
policies of your choice?” 

The old codger gives the kid 
one of those “I’ve seen it all’ 
smiles and says to him, ‘““Whenna 
Mussolini comma to power, | 
becama_ pro-facist. Whenna he 
getsa deposed, | becama anti- 
facist. Whenna the Germans com- 
ma into Italy, | raisa the German 
flag and wave it lika crazy. 
Whenna the Americans beat upa 
the Germans, | take downa the 
German flag and put upa the 
American flag. That’s why I’ma 
107 years old.” 

The kid, of course, is all idealis- 
tic and goes off on the old man, 
calling him an opportunist, a ro- 
bot, etc. The old man just goes 
on drinking wine and smiling and 
in the next scene the soldier buys 
a slug from some lunatic while on 
guard duty. 

Wrestling is a lot like war. You 
gotta be on your toes or else 
you’re gonna get smoked. Now 
let me anticipate a couple of 
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Despite suffering tremendous pain, Reed will not allow Murdoch the satisfaction of seeing him 
drop to his knees (above left), Murdoch lifts Reed for a combination bearhug/flying hammer- 
lock (above right). Reed, stained with his opponent’s blood, grabs the advantage (below). 


questions before they threaten to 
decapitate me. I’m not sayi'ig it’s 
impossible to stand fast for your 
principles. I’m not saying that | 
admire that old chooch in the 
movie. What I’m saying is that 


severed loyalties is a way of life 
for most wrestlers in the ring. 
They are more interested in per- 
sonal gain than principle. 

Not me. Sure you can point 
and say, “Hacksaw Jim Duggan, 


We remember a time when you 
were the baddest man in the ring. 
We remember a time when you 
would stomp a man till he 
knocked on death’s door.”’ 

Hey, no way am | gonna dis- 
pute that. But just because | en- 
joyed beating people up to excess 
| never lost hold of my values. I’m 
a Marine. I’m an American citizen. 
People knew exactly where | 
stood at all times. You know that | 
wasn’t going to team with Krusher 
Khrushchev even if it would have 
meant furthering my career. | just 
ain't built that way, plain and sim- 
ple. Sure | stomped people. | still 
stomp people, except now people 
prefer me to my opponents. 

Whatever the fans’ perception 
of me was, | know it was never as 
a two-timer. And that’s more than 
| can say for either Butch Reed or 
Dick Murdoch. These two men 
turn more colors than the autumn 
leaves. Just two weeks before 
they started feuding, | remember 
a conversation in the dressing 


room in Houston. Murdoch invited 
Reed out to his ranch for Thanks- 
giving. They always spent a lot of 
time together chewing the fat, 
playing cards, discussing sports 
and women. Everyone thought 
they were best friends. 

As | am seen as someone who 


Murdoch tries to force Reed’s shoulders to the mat and regain his title, but Butch clasps his 
hands together and refuses to budge (above). Murdoch received the worst of a midring 


collision with the muscular champion (below). 


leans neither one way or the other 
when it comes to dressing room 
talk, both Reed and Murdoch cor- 
nered me individually and confid- 
ed to me privately that they 


couldn’t stand each other. | didn’t 
pass judgment, nor did | side with 
either man. Privately, though, | 


considered both men pinheads. 

Reed, who | happen to like as 
a human being, was plotting the 
whole time to wrest the North 
American crown from Murdoch. | 
remember wrestling Reed and he 
is one tough mother, but he can’t 
make up his mind. He either tries 
to be everyone’s friend or shuts 
himself off from the entire world. If 
he’d just settle down, he could be 
a great person as well as a great 
wrestler. 

Murdoch just does whatever 
suits him at the moment. | trust 
him about as far | can throw one 
of his chemical infested roans. 
Murdoch is a bad man, but, defin- 
ing him within the guidelines of 
our sport, he is not worse a man 
than Butch Reed. 

Loyalty. Commitment. Reliabil- 
ity. These are the cornerstones of 
great character, and they are 
components lacking in the hearts 
and minds of Butch Reed and 
Dick Murdoch. And that’s the way 
it is. O 
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THE MIDNIGHT ROCKERS 


FOR THE LOVE OF ELIZABETH... 


Savage ignores Elizabeth before the 
match (above). Elizabeth tries to soothe 
Savage, who has been thrown from the 
ring (below). 


Either Randy 
Savage wins the 
WWF title or he 
risks losing his 
stunning manager, 
Elizabeth. Friends 
say that Elizabeth 
means so much to 
him that he'll either 
kill Hulk Hogan or 


die trying 
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RANDY SAVAGE 
MUST BEAT 


HULK HOGAN! 


T WAS AS plain as the cut of Miss 

Elizabeth’s dress. While Randy Sav- 
age was waging war against WWF 
champion Hulk Hogan, Elizabeth’s 
gaze was not, as one might suspect, in 
the ring where her man was being ter- 
rorized by a ferocious Hogan assault. 
Rather, her attention went past the 
ropes, to the press table, where Ho- 
gan’s bejewled championship belt dan- 
gled in regal splendor. 


‘Hey legs, you like the belt, 
don’tcha?”’ a ring denizen cackled from 
the third row. “‘Ya better snap a pic, 
beautiful, cuz it’s leaving the same way 
it came in. Around the Hulk’s waist.”’ 

This drew a beefy chorus of ‘‘you 
betchas’’ and ‘‘right ons’? from the 
veteran legion of Hulkamaniacs that 
filled the ringside seats. It also snapped 
Elizabeth from her trance. She blushed 
and turned her wavering attention back 


between the ropes, where her embar- 
rassment soared when she discovered 
there was no Randy Savage. 

“Hey, sugar, ya better start paying 
attention,” spit a toothless patron, 
backed by the relentless cheering bri- 
gade. ‘‘He’s on the other side of the 
ring. And he’s lonely, toots. Ya better 
help ’em. Unless ya wanna keep 
lookin’ at the belt. Ah ha ha!’ The 
fans doubled over in unifying laughter 
and the color red again painted Eliza- 
beth’s body. 

Meanwhile, Savage had raised him- 
self up and fumed outside the ring in 
circles of distracted helplessness. Eliza- 
beth’s fixation with Hogan’s belt had 
not gone unnoticed. He had been so 
preoccupied with Elizabeth’s preoccu- 
pation that he failed to notice Hogan 
circle behind him. The next thing he 


saw was the concrete arena floor, when 
his head and it forged a sudden, un- 
welcome friendship. 

In his anxiety, Savage failed to no- 
tice a loose strand of rope that jutted 
out from under the ring. The rope 
hooked on to his bootlace as he 
stormed angrily by and sent him hur- 
tling back down to the hard floor. The 
fans rose to their feet in laughter, 
which increased with each unsuccessful 
attempt Savage made to untie himself. 
Elizabeth hurried over to his side and 
he met her glance of apolgetic concern 
with one of cold penetrating hatred, 
andshied away from her touch. 

“] think he’s mad at you, toots,” 
cried another Hogan fan. “‘You look 
mahvelous!”’ screamed another. Eliza- 
beth ignored the fans and Savage’s 
wounded ego and cooly administered 


Savage keeps an eye on Elizabeth as he applies a sleeperhold on Paul Orndorff (above). 
Elizabeth encourages Randy to returm to the ring (below). Savage interferes in a Hulk 
Hogan-Jesse Ventura match, leaping from the ropes and slamming the WWF champion 
across the face with his own title belt (right). 


Photos by David Fitzgerald 


to his bruises. They exchanged several 
silent words and she released him back 
into the ring, her grip on his forearm 
lingering longer than usual. 

The match resumed. Elizabeth’s at- 
tention remained riveted on the ring, 
where she was able to see her charge 
miss a spectacular flying body press 
and fall victim to the referee’s three- 
count. She massaged Savage’s right 
arm as Hogan had his lifted in victory, 
his belt glistening in the bright flash of 
the cameras’ lights. 

As the two limped slowly back to 
the dressing room, they were plied with 

(Continued on page 62) 
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T HAS BEEN said that great 

responsibilities come with great 
power. We heard all about it in 
the headlines and editorials of 
Watergate. We can discern it as 
the basic motif of the superhero 
comic books. At times we may 
wonder if the responsibilities 
themselves are exaggerated, to 


STOP NIKITA KOLOFF 
NOW... OR NEVER! 


legitimize the powerful individual’s 
aura of invincibility. Power is an 
honor and a privilege, we may be- 
lieve, borne of good fortune and 
maybe a little talent; we all have 
our responsibilities to bear, and 
the powerful cannot be excused if 
they cannot bear their own. 

If professional wrestling today 


has a superhero, it is Ric Flair. He 
is not a superhero in the Mil Mas- 
caras mold, but his responsibilities 
have made him superhuman by 
necessity. As NWA World champi- 
on, he does bear the crucial bur- 
dens, he must fight the good 
fight; we cannot dismiss his re- 
sponsibilities lightly, with the culti- 


If you believe that Ric Flair, the epitome of flash and 
arrogance, is a disgrace to the honorable tradition of the 
NWA World Championship, guess again. When a foreign 
invader threatens that tradition, he’s more than ready to 

wage his heart and blood in its defense 
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Photos by Craig Peters 


vated arrogance of the envious, 
the hypercritical. More than any 
_ other man, Ric Flair must sustain 
the quality of professional wres- 
tling, and his actions will deter- 
mine the sport’s future. 

That is why Ric Flair takes his 
opposition more seriously than 
ever in his third championship 
reign. He knows that if he drops 
the 10 pounds of gold to a man 
who can’t carry its weight, the 
sport itself is threatened. He 
knows objectively that he is the 
ideal man for the honor, in the 
same way Muhammad Ali glori- 
fied the heavyweight champion- 
ship. He knows that while certain 
opponents may prove themselves 
to be adequate champions, in and 
out of the ring, other men must 
be definitively and permanently 
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Koloff barrels into Flair in the comer, momentarily taking the champion’s wind (above). The 


young Russian’s headlock can weaken a man like few other wrestler’s (below left). Referee 
David Crockett is knocked out as Nikita’s Uncle Ivan joins the battle (below right). 


stopped. They must come no 
closer to the most coveted belt in 
wrestling than a jealous peek at it 
from the opposite corner. 

If you ask Flair about Top 10 
contenders, he will be less than 
begrudging in his praise. Rather 
than mouthing off about their in- 
competent ring skills and ques- 
tioning their masculinity, the way 
so many other wrestlers react 
when asked to rate their opposi- 
tion, he analyzes their skills and 
weaknesses with a clear and cal- 
culated perspective. The bottom 
line, though, is that he belittles 
their emotional maturity; they are 


not experienced enough to handle 
the task of being NWA champion. 
Flair himself readily admits that he 
wasn’t either until his present title 
reign. 

When you ask him about one 
Top 10 contender, however, he 
stops short and his face turns as 
pale as the peroxide in his locks. 
“He’s got to be stopped,” he’ll 
say, or words to that effect. If you 
press him for it, he’ll analyze the 
pros and cons of his style and 
technique, but he makes it clear 
that they are not the source of his 
concern. That contender’s name 
is Nikita Koloff. 


Hours before his fifth encounter 
with the young Russian strong- 
man, Flair tried to relax on one of 
the beds of his hotel suite, but he 
succumbed to the urge to pace 
back and forth. He knew he was 
wasting energy vital to the match, 
but he couldn’t help himself. 

“You know, people look up to 
that belt,” he said, gesturing to- 
ward the familiar strap gleaming 
on a gilded dresser drawer. “‘l 
can’t even comprehend what 
might happen if the Koloffs get a 
hold of it. They’re serious about 
taking it behind the Iron Curtain, 

(Continued on page 65) 
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Before the match begins, Mulligan tries 
to tell Andre to take it easy on him. This 
would be the most important bout of 
Mulligan’s career. 


BLACKJACK 
MULLIGAN: 


HOW 
ANDRE 
THE 
GIANT 


HEN BLACKJACK MUL- 
LIGAN changed from 
hated rulebreaker to scientific 
wrestler a few months ago, the 
wrestling community was 
curious as to the reasons why. 
“Il saw what sort of hellish 
dudes Ric Flair and Greg 
Valentine were and realized that 
people considered me as one of 
them,”’ Mulligan had said. 

“| couldn't stand being a 
rulebreaker. | feel like a free man 
now that I've joined the good 
guys of wrestling.” 
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CHANGED MY LIFE 


That was the storythen. It was 
only half the truth. The other 
portion has remained hidden 
behind Mulligan’s intrinsic 
decency and the benevolent 
kindness of Andre the Giant. 

Andre? What does Andre have 
to do with this? 

“Andre the Giant changed my 
life,“’ Mulligan said. “| couldn't 
go into the details earlier 
because Andre asked me not to. 

“Not that the other reasons 
weren't true. They damn well 
were. | hate Flair, Valentine and 
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all those asses and | love to 
wrestle them and whip their 
butts. All that is as valid as it ever 
was. 

“But the principal reason 
behind my conversion is Andre: 
No doubt about it..Andre the 
Giant changed my life.” 

The first encounter took place 
one year ago. Mulligan was still 
writhing in the epileptic throes 
of rulebreaker evil. He and Andre 
were scheduled for a match. As 
they walked toward the center of 
the ring, Mulligan uttered some 


Mulligan backs Andre into the ropes. 
When the referee called for a break, 
Blackjack surprised everyone in the arena 
by obeying. 


PHOTOS BY D.J. SOLIS 


These have been strange times for 
Blackjack Mulligan. Once a man despised 


throughout the world, 


he now curries favor 


with the fans and wrestles men who 
were once his friends. Now, even more 
shocking, is his strange and astounding 
relationship with Andre the Giant! 


Andre is about to win a test of strength. It was on this night that Mulligan learned 


scientific wrestlers can be tough, yet fair. It was a lesson which changed his life and 


made him a fan favorite. 


vile comment linking Andre’s 
great-grandmother to Napoleon's 
horse. 

The Giant smiled. 

“| expected some reaction, at 
least a fist in my mouth. Hell, at 
that point in my life, | welcomed 
a reaction like that. But when he 
just grinned, hell, that flipped me 
out.” 


As expected, they wrestled 
stylishly, yet brutally. Andre won 
by disqualification. He did not 
bask or gloat in his victory. 
Instead, he walked across the 
ring and extended his hand to 
Mulligan. 

Blackjack snarled and turned 
his back. A gentle voice then 
rang out and penetrated the 
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morose 
mind. 

“Do not brood on defeat. Had 
you done it differently, you might 
have won,” Andre said quietly. 
Mulligan whirled, offended. His 
anger disappeared in front of the 
Giant’s kindly grin. 

All Mulligan could do was 
sputter and stumble out of the 
ring. 


layers of Mulligan’s 


“At that point, | wondered how 
a guy could be that nice and that 
successful. | started questioning 
the whole rigid philosophy of life 
I'd been using all these years. 

“Later that night, | went out to 
have a bite to eat with Flair and 
Valentine. | mentioned how nice 
Andre was to me and they 
started laughing cruelly and 
saying bad things about Andre. 


“Maybe the day before, | 
woulda joined in, but | didn't. 
They gave me the eye, you know, 
checking me out and wondering 
what | was doing.” 

Mulligan was _ still firmly 
rooted in rulebreaking. A few 
months later he met a fine 
scientific wrestler and 
systematically destroyed the — 
man, utilizing every vicious trick 


Below: Mulligan, who stands 6-7, looks like a midget compared to Andre as he sails 
into the air from a backdrop. Right: After the match, Andre tells Blackjack not to feel 
bad about being disqualified. 


he'd ever learned. 

“| was sitting in the dressing 
room, feelin’ kinda good about 
myself, you know. I'd whipped 


this dude and whipped him bad. 
Then someone came in and told 
me that the guy had suffered a 
rib injury. Nothing serious, you 


know, | mean, his career wasn't 
over and he wasn't mutilated. 


“A while earlier, | woulda 
found satisfaction from that 
information. But not now. | felt 
bad and couldn't really 
understand why. 

“Then | heard Andre’s voice 
and remembered that smile.” 

It was exactly 17 days later 
that Mulligan telephoned Andre. 
They talked for nearly three 
hours. They discussed wrestling 
and what they wanted to do with 
their lives. 

“| guess I'd always frowned on 
good guys. | always thought of 
them as a bunch of lames who 
were too weak to really rough it 
up. But you can't say that about 
Andre. He won't bully people or 
use his size unfairly. 

“That was the night | knew | 
had to do more with my life. | 
knew | had to be nice and see if | 
could be successful. 

“You can. Andre never 
wanted this to come out ‘cause 
he’d feel embarrassed. But | 
wanted it known. | wanted the 
whole world to know how Andre 
the Giant changed my life. O 
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Did you miss out on Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s Super Color Specials 5, 6, & 7? Well, here’s 
a second chance to have wall-to-wall super color excitement! We are now offering a three-pack 
of these newsstand sellouts, which will be delivered straight to your door. Each Super Color 
Special magazine folds out into a giant 8-page 22” x 32" SuperCenterfold 
( fourtimes the size of a regular PW/ centerfold). 

Only $8.00 for all three. 


HERE’S WHAT YOU GET 


SUPER COLOR SPECIAL #5 

Stories: The Girls Of Wrestling: Who's The Sexiest? . . . The Rock 

’n’ Roll Express Answer Your 10 Most Personal Questions . . . 

Action Update. 

. SuperCenterfold: Hulk Hogan: 
Where Does He Rate Among 

Past WWF Champions? 


SUPER COLOR SPECIAL #6 

Stories: Hulk Hogan: Wrestling’s Most Hated Man! 

. .Lex Lugar: The Next King Of Wrestling? . . . Action Update. 
SuperCenterfold: The Road Warriors 

Win The Crockett Cup 


SUPER COLOR SPECIAL #7 

Stories; Rick Steamboat: Is He Snakebit In His Quest To 
Win The I-C Belt? .. . Steve “Dr. Death” Williams: His 
Prescription For Greatness . . . Action Update. 
SuperCenterfold: The Rock ’ n’ Roll Express: Solid Gold! 
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INTRODUCTION 
(Continued from page 6) 


team. Have The Valiants Been Black- 
listed (September 1977) was The 
Wrestler’s look at this strange 
situation. 

The Von Erichs are currently in a 
time of transition. Kevin is recover- 
ing from a shoulder injury, while his 
brothers, Kerry and Mike, are still 
mending from from more serious 
physical problems. Meanwhile, their 
cousin Lance remains healthy. A few 
months ago, before Kerry's recent 
motorcycle accident, The Wrestler 
published a controversial cover story 
that asked Is Lance Coming Between 
Kevin And Kerry? (May 1986). We 
were flooded with mail from fans in 
the World Class area who said that 
the boys would always remain unit- 
ed. However, we weren't sure then, 
and we're still not sure now. 

No one doubts that Larry Zbyszko 
is one of the finest pure wrestlers in 
the sport. He was, after all, trained 
ay “The aera ree Bruno Sam- 


Larry Zbyszko had the best training for his 
professional career; one couldn’t ask for a 
better teacher than Bruno Sammartino. But 
something happened to him that tured his 
whole outlook around and had a major im- 
pact on his career. 


martino. But Zbyszko’s problems 
have never been physical—all you 
have to do is look at the constant 
sneer on his face to realize that this 
is a man who is not altogether men- 
tally balanced. Why Larry Zbyszko 


Can't Hold On To A Title (November 
1985) looks at the Zbyszko enigma. 

Our next story is very sad. It con- 
cerns two of the finest wrestlers we 
have ever seen. But, tragically, nei- 
ther young man is alive today. In his 
short career, David Von Erich thrilled 
the world with his great ability and 
warm personality. Had he lived, he 
might be wearing the NWA title belt 
around his waist today. Gino Her- 
nandez also thrilled wrestling fans, 
although his temperament was far 
different than David's. It wasn’t sur- 
prising that these two young super- 
stars hooked up in a series of leg- 
endary battles in the late-’70s. Gino 
Hernandez: A Hatred Fueled By Envy 
(April 1979) describes one of those 
epic wars these two greats had. Our 
next feature is a classic story from 
nearly 10 years ago. It takes us back 
to the second WWF title reign of 
Bruno Sammartino, a man who dom- 
inated wrestling as no one before or 
since. One of Bruno’s most hated 
foes was Stan Stasiak, the man 
whom Bruno defeated to regain the 
WWF (then called the WWWF) title. 
After many matches without a con- 
clusive ending, the two enemies 
signed for a Sicilian stretcher match 
in Madison Square Garden. Bruno- 
Stasiak Stretcher Match: The Triumph 
That Shamed Bruno Sammartino (April 
1977) takes you ringside for one of 
the  Garden’s = ==most _ brutal 
encounters. 

Rick Martel was a respected and 
an admired AWA World champion. 
One of the reasons for this was be- 
cause he defended his title against 
all types of opponents. Perhaps his 
finest night as a champion came 
when he defended the title against 
former WWF champion Bob Back- 
lund. Bob Backlund vs. Rick Martel: 
The Greatest AWA Title Match Ever! 
(July 1985) sheds some light on why 
this bout was considered a classic. 

Down in the UWF area, Hacksaw 
Jim Duggan is the most popular 
wrestler around. And the big man 
from Glens Falls, New York, is as 
blunt with his words as he is with 

(Continued on page 48) 
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Report Shows 
How To Build 
The Body 
You’ve Always 
Wanted! 


Rush the coupon back today. By 
return mail, you'll receive a NEW 
picture-filled report on how you 
can quickly and easily enjoy a 
build that won’t quit! 


Imagine! Powerful arms and legs. 
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Great strength! Lose fat. The 

secret is unique Muscle Pumping. 


Find out details TODAY! 
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his rough-and-tumble wrestling style. 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS WRESTLING 84-86 A few months ago, Duggan was 


Each issue features a spectacular full-color centerfold Printed on slick paper, each issueisjam- | feuding with Dick Murdoch and 
Action Gallery of one of wrestling’s hottest stars. packed with 16 pages of full-color photos friendly with Butch Reed. Still, Dug- 


gan found time top criticize Reed's 
practice of continually turning from 
fan favorite to rulebreaker and back 
asgain. Hacksaw Jim Duggan’s Own 
Story: “Butch Reed Is No Better Than 


. > 
v2 i 
Color Action. Gallery 
Jimeny Snuka 
—— 


<a » a Dick Murdoch” (March 1986) should 
——— give you some insight into why Dug- 
1 Wiese. gan is considered wrestling’s most 


honorable man. 

Macho Man Randy Savage seems 
to be a man who has everything. He 
is successful in his chosen profes- 
sion, he has earned hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in the ring, he 
is WWF Intercontinental champion, 
and he has a beautiful woman who 
seems to adore him. Yet, it can all 
fall apart so easily. For The Love Of 
Elizabeth ... Randy Savage Must Beat 


Achon Gallery 
Is beet ye The Geant 


jlor=a 1 


os Action Gallery 
Vareice Von Ench 


SUMMER/86 


— a F 
SUMMER/85 


* ce 9 
‘| pean | eee 
os — 3 
SPRING/86 SUMMER/S6 

ee es ee ie, ee sy ee ed eee ee es ae ee as a ee « 

| | MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: | 

| T.V. SPORTS ONLY 

| BOX 48 $3.00 EACH 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 

| Please send me the back issues I've checked, | enclose $ _______ aS payment | 

| in full. PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY | 

| In case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: | 

| Name _ = = | 

| Address Apt._ | 

Dee | 

| Se) _— Zip | 

| For all orders except the U.S. and Canada, you must add one dollar for every back issue ordered | 

| for boat mail, and two dollars for every back issue ordered for airmail. U.S. funds only. | 

| Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 

l WRESTLING SUPERSTARS | 

| “| Fall/83 ) Fall/84 | Summer/85 C) Spring/86 | 

] Winter/83 O Winter/84 a Fall/85 (J Summer/86 

= ldo | Spring/85 Oi) Winter/85 Oi Fall/86 || There was far more at stake than just a 
It het | | wrestling title when Randy Savage wrestled 
| WRESTLING 1984/85/86 | Hulk Hogan. It was speculated that for The 
| 2 Winter/es ( Fallves Ci Spring/as C Falves | eae Ris ot fe i oe seve he 
it () Summer/85 () Winter/85 - Summer/86 | wou ve to ea e champ. 


Hulk Hogan (April 1986) takes a look 
at a problem that must haunt the 
Macho Man. According to the story, 
Savage is in more than a “no win” 
situation, for, if he doesn’t take Ho- 
gan’s WWF title, he may find himself 
in a “no Elizabeth” situation. 

Late last year, NWA champion Ric 
Flair was faced with many top chal- 
lengers with many different styles. 
From Dusty Rhodes to Magnum 
T.A., from Barry Windham to Kevin 
Von Erich, Flair was defending his 
belt night after night against some of 
the toughest men in the history of 
the sport. But one man seemed to 
loom large above all the others. Al- 
though he was finishing up his rook- 
ie year, Nikita Koloff had already 
challenged for Flair’s belt and had 
come close to winning it. The ex- 
perts predicted that Koloff would 
sweep to the title as soon as he got 
a little more experience. Ric Flair’s 
Race Against Time: Stop Nikita Koloff 
Now ... Or Never! (December 1985) 
was the unhappy choice the Nature 
Boy faced as 1985 closed. Needless 
to say, Flair did not stop Koloff. Cur- 
rently, Koloff is the U.S. champion, 
but he hungers for greater glory. 

Currently in the WWF are a slew 
of masked wrestlers calling them- 
selves The Machines. First there was 
Giant Machine, who was, of course, 
Andre the Giant. Along with Giant 
Machine came his partner, Super 
Machine, who sounded and looked 
a lot like the wrestler known as The 
Masked Superstar. Then came Big 
Machine, a giantlike wrestler with a 
“U.S.M.C.”" tattoo on his shoulder. 
The only other wrestler we know 
who sports a tattoo like that is Black- 
jack Mulligan. At one time, Mulligan 
and Andre had a ferocious feud in 
the WWF. Then, suddenly, they be- 
came friends. Blackjack Mulligan: 
“How Andre The Giant Changed My 
Life” (January 1979) closes this issue 
on a sentimental note. But then, 
doesn’t it take a Big Machine to ad- 
mit he’s wrong? 

We hope you enjoy this issue of 
Wrestler Annual. We'll see you again 
in mid-January. 
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(Continued from page 27) 


A brutal chinlock has David all tied up 
(above) as Gino applies pressure. David 
shows Gino that scientific tactics will 
prevail during their bout (below). 
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stinking match? 

“Not with dear daddy around.” 

Rage has blinded Hernandez. 
In reality, in the Von Erich 
family, one learns to work for 
SUCCESS. 

“Gee, | don’t think anyone 
has ever worked as hard under 
such a demanding teacher as 
Kevin and | have,” said David. 
“Dad made us sweat, that’s for 
sure. Okay, it helps to have your 
father as an important figure. It 
opens a lot of doors. But there’s 
another side to this, one | think 
most people ignore. 

“When you have a famous 
father, it puts much more 
pressure on you. You know 
you'll be compared to him time 
and again. You won't want to 
louse up and embarrass your 
family. And you'll always have 
people like Hernandez saying 
things like he does. 

“| think the worst aspect of 


that is when people think you're 
where you are only because of 
your father, without giving you 
any credit in your own right. 

“| hope this isn’t coming 
across as a complaint, because 
it’s not. What | am saying is that 
there are two sides to this. It’s 
not easy, like Hernandez may 
think. | don’t have asilver spoon 
in my mouth, only a loving 
father and supportive brother at 
my side.” 


David uses a hard elbowsmash to knock 
Hernandez senseless. Most people agree 
that Gino is jealous of David's success. 


There was only one way for 
David to prove his point. He had 
to demonstrate a skill and poise 
far beyond his tender years. He 
had to show he could handle the 
frantic fury of Gino Hernandez. 

Though Hernandez would 
not admit it, David grew in 
stature that night. Unveiling an 
array of maneuvers and coiled 
strength, David Von _ Erich 
demonstrated that he has more 
behind him than a famous father. 

The demonstration gnaws at 
Gino’s innards. 

“Hah, let that kid come out 
from under daddy’s wing and 
we'll see how good he is. 
Spoiled punk.” Hernandez 
muttered into his locker. His 
back was against the nearly 
empty dressing room wall. O 
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Stasiak tries to choke the life out of 
Bruno (above) as Bruno gouges him. A 
bad moment for Sammartino (below) as 
Stan continues his brutal assault. 


referees check Stasiak’s taped right 
fist—the fist he delivers his famed 
and vicious “‘heartpunch” with. 
Upon inspection, the referee found 
a piece of iron underneath the mass 
of tape Stasiak had wrapped around 
his right fist. 

“How much did you pay the 
referee to check my fist?’ snarled 
Stasiak. Sammartino never 
changed the expression on his face 
as he stared right through his foe. 
Bruno was trying to block from his 
mind all decent considerations. This 
was to be a brawl, ugly in every 
extreme. Yet Stasiak couldn't say 
anything to appraoch the insults 
Sammartino would heap upon 


himself after the match was over. 
’ When the bell rang, the pair 


slowly strode toward the center of 
the ring. Bile stung each man’s 
throat with the sensation one gets 
before an alley brawl at two in the 
morning. What followed was the 
most exciting, savage brawl anyone 
had ever seen. 

(Continued on page 54) 


July 1980/COLOR STARSHOT; The 
Sheik, Bruno Sammartino, Wrestling Il, 


Race, Ladd, Albano. 


June 1982/COLOR PINUP: Nick Bock- 


winkel. Adonis & Ventura, Snuka, 
Patera, Flair. 


August 1982/COLOR PINUP: Dino Bra- 
vo. Steamboat & Rich, Andre, Martel, 


Piper, Blassie. 


October 1982/COLOR PINUP: Jerry 


Lawler. Ric Flair, Rhodes, Graham, 
Race, Funk Jr. 


December 1982/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Hulk Hogan, Von Erich, Orn- 


dorff, Albano, 
January 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ken 


Patera. Rick Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 


Sullivan, Backlund. 


February 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan 
Putski. Rhodes vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 
per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk. 
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dorff, Hart. 


June 1983/COLOR PINUP: Cowboy 


DECEMBER 1983 


April 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Orn- 


IAC 
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Bob Orton. Rick Martel, Von Erich, 
Slaughter, Muraco. 


July 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan Koloff. 
Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka 
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August 1983/COLOR PINUP: Larry 
Zbyszko. Roddy Piper, Sullivan, Zbys- 
zko, Von Erich, Wrestling Il. 


October 1983/COLOR PINUP; Junk- 
yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 
nis, Rhodes, Piper. 

November 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Roddy Piper. Harley Race, Santana, 
Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race. 


December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase. 


BACK ISSUES 0 y EEE 


(estline 


ILLUSTRATED 


Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out 
on the excellence that has made PW/ the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 
Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE.] 


August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan Rinetpaaas Se 
Hansen. J Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- Tl eROM Gee te a 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. “¢ ‘- 


October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong, 


November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham, Rotundo. 
December 1984/COLOR PINUP: Kerry 
Von Erich. Barry Windham, Rich, Mar- 
tel, McDaniel, WWF-NWA TV war. 


January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 

February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mag- 
num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 
Ellering. 


April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin. Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes. 


June 1985/COLOR PINUP: Barry Wind- 
ham. sep Nel at Slaughter, Hogan, 
Von Erich, T.A. 

July 1985/COLOR PINUP: Sgt. Slaugh- 
ter. Hogan vs. Piper, Warriors, One 
Man Gang, T.A., Martel. 


September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 


yard . Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA ecoutitg reports. 


~ JANUARY 1986 


July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Warriors. 

August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Randy Savage, Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 
October 1986/COLOR PINUP: John 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 


JANUARY 1984 


1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
ick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 


February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 


April 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rocky 
Johnson, Ric Flair, Hogan, Andre, 


May 1984/COLOR PINUP: Hacksaw 
Butch Reed. Hulk Hogan, Road War- 
riors, Fabulous Ones, Flair, Rotundo, 


June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
Ted DiBiase, Wrestling Il, Magnum T.A., 


July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Indham. 


October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ran- 
dy Savage. Ric Flair, Slaughter, Steam- 
boat, World Class scouting reports. 


December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Orndorff, Williams & DiBiase. 
January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. 
February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 
Koloff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- 
tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 


April 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
endi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 
Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons. 
May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 
boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 

dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. 

June 1986/COLOR PINUP: Kevin Von 
Erich. Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, 
Scott Hall. 
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November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll. British Bulldogs, Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole. 


December 1986/COLOR PINUP: Great 
American Bash. Great American Bash, 
Midnight Rockers, Von Erich, Windham. 
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ONSALENOW | Bruno-Stasiak Stretcher Match 
sreenrestling 


ILLUSTRATED 
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(Continued from page 52) 


You can’t describe a brawl like 
you can a match. There are noclean 
maneuvers in a brawl, no sense of 
a sporting event. All that can be 
described is the sense of the battle, 
what it does to your insides. More 
than a few people left before the 
bout concluded. They couldn't stand 
Featuring to see two human beings batter 
FULL-COLOR Features On | °20" “ther this way. 

As the match approached its 
conclusion, Stasiak suffered the 
worst. His legs wobbled under him. 
His eyes failed to focus. His fists 
flailed the air, unable to find their 

Se rns! targets. Sammartino zeroed in for 
SOLID GOLD! «= the kill. There was nothing of the 


Like an enraged madman, Stasiak pounds 
away at Bruno's head (above) trying to 
render him unconscious. It's obvious 
Stan's strategy backfires (below) as he 
becomes a stretcher victim. 


STEAMBOAT 


Is He Snakebit In His Quest For 
The Intercontinental Belt? 


STEVE 
“DR. DEATH” 
WILLIAMS: 


His Prescription For Greatness Stasiak stomps Bruno (below). As Stan is 


PLUS... taken out of the ring, he falls off the 
tretcher (right). Man | St 
ALIFE SIZE 22” x32" | gototton tis own accord. 
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athlete in this maneuer. It was more 
like the beast finding its prey. Bruno 
grabbed his victim by the head and 
smashed Stasiak’s face into a 
ringpost. Stan crumbled to the 
canvas. 

The stretcher was brought in. 
Attendants lifted Stasiak’s limp 
body and placed it roughly on the 
stretcher. They hurried to get out of 
the ring, ending the match. As they 
approached the ropes, Stasiak 
began to roll on the stretcher. When 
they tried to get Stan through the 
ropes, Stasiak fell off the stretcher, 
bounced on the ring apron, and 
toppled to the concrete floor. Stan 
got to his feet and prepared to get 
back into combat. 

“The match is over!"’ the referee 
screamed. “It’s over and you lost!”’ 

I'm not finished!’’ Stasiak 
screamed back. ‘I’m ready to 
continue.” 

“You were carried out of the 
ring,’ the official declared, “and 
that’s all it takes. The match is 
over!’ 

Stasiak stared at the official, then 
at Sammartino, then spat in their 
general direction. For a second, 
Stasiak didn't know what to do. 
Finally, he turned and stormed back 
to the dressing room. 

Sammartino stood in the center of 
the ring, officially the winner. 
Exhausted, aching, he knew his trial 
had produced no clear-cut victory. 
All it had done was bring the 
WWWE title down to Stan Stasiak’s 
level, 

From beginning to end, 
Sammartino had been humiliated 
by the match. He hated the match, 
the kind of mind that demands it, 


and its effect on the sport. The only - 


positive thing to be gained from this 
disaster would have been a 
convincing victory over Stasiak. In 
that, he had failed. 

Though the fans cheered him as 
he made his way back to the 
dressing room, their cries fell 
on deaf ears. All Sammartino could 
hear was a little voice repeating a 
phrase over and over again. 

“You lay down with pigs,’ the 
voice spoke, ‘and you're bound to 
stink.” 

At that moment, Bruno couldn't 
have agreed more. oO 
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RAY STEVENS 


(Continued from page 15) 


his career since joining the 
forces of Gene Anderson. After 
all, he does hold the NWA tag 
team title with Ray Stevens. A 
very impressive title. | guess | 
should now.” 


The reporters laughed. 


Steamboat put up his arms and 


silence before 
continuing. “‘Despite his 
apparent success, Snuka’s 
career is at an all-time low. I’m 
afraid Jimmy Snuka has turned 
into a coward. 

“The next time Snuka and 
Stevens defend their titles, | 


waited for 


4 pw 

Ray Stevens is a veteran wrestler who knows a counter to almost every move. When 
Youngblood caught him in a sleeperhold (above), Ray saved the title with a simple 
sitout. Snuka and manager Gene Anderson celebrate the victory, but Stevens is too 


exhausted to appreciate the joyous moment (below). 
t 


want you to observe carefully. 
In fact, if you bring astopwatch, 
you will have a great story. Note 
how much time Snuka stays in 
the ring compared to Stevens. | 
hope for Stevens’ sake that they 
do not split the purse 50-50. 
Stevens does almost all the 
work. And when Snuka is 
wrestling, he tags off at the 
slightest sign of danger. 
“That's not the Jimmy Snuka | 
used to team with. Jimmy was 
the perfect partner back then. 
He would more than carry his 
share of the load. In fact, he was 
always a little foo anxious to tag 
in. He certainly never looked for 


EES i 2 vee 8 bodyguard.” 
—a_- pee : o Zo) The deterioration of a once 
Anderson and Snuka help Stevens out of the ring. According to THE WRESTLER’S reat man is a sad process to 


official watch, Stevens spent twice as much time in the ring as Snuka. witness. O 
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THE VALIANTS 


(Continued from page 19) 


itd - — 


— —_ a 


Jim Valiant covers Bruno Sammartino's face with a chemically treated cloth during a 
1974 match. Since the Valiants left the WWWF, they have been wrestling less and less 
frequently. Is there a conspiracy to keep the hated brothers away from the arenas? 


many ways one can suffer the 
defeat, but the end result is 
always the same. And there’s no 
way to fight it, for everyone will 
deny the list exists. Sometimes, 
it becomes known one can 
escape the list for the price of 
money or dignity. Other times, 
it'S a permanent sentence to 
limbo. 

No one has to tell the Valiants 
what a blacklist means. They 
even know how it feels—an 
everpresent coiled pain tears at 
the pit of their stomachs. If the 
blacklist does exist, and a few 
more promoters subscribe to it, 
the Valiants’ careers are 
finished. 
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But does the blacklist exist? 
Naturally, promoters will deny it 
no matter what. However, their 
explanations for Jim and John 
failing to wrestle all over are 
believable. This could be much 
more complicated and a lot less 
catastrophic than the Valiants 
believe, 

If any promoter in wrestling can 
be trusted, the man is Thomas 
Clare. He has always been fair 
and honest with everyone. The 
man would rather lose his 
promotion than lie. This is why 
he often finds himself having to 
answer questions no other 
promoter dares face. 

“Would you believe me,’’ Tom 


asks with a cynical smile, “if! teN 
you there is and there isn't a 
blacklist against the Valiants? 
Before you laugh, let me explain. 
And please don’t interrupt until 
I'm finished. | want to make sure 
| construct this whole thing 
correctly. 

“First, there is no. official 
blacklist against the Valiants. 
There is no official blacklist of 
any wrestler. | wouldn't be in the 
sport if there was. | don’t think 
there's even the apparatus to put 
one into play. 

“What's happening to the 
Valiants may be considered an 
unofficial blacklist, though the 
word ‘blacklist’ is more sinister 
than what's actually happening. 
You see, when the Valiants were 
riding high, they demanded 
fantastic sums of money and 
treated the promoters like dirt. | 
was personally called names no 
human being should hear. They 
also thought it great fun to 
destroy dressing rooms and 
terrorize arena employees. 
Because they were so popular, 
the pair had to be tolerated. 

“Well, when they lost the 
WWWEF tag team title, the guys 
decided to take it easy for a 
while. Naturally, other teams 
filled the void, other champions 
were crowned. Eventually, 
promoters realized they didn't 
have to take the Valiants’ 
nonsense. So when the brothers 
made their usual outrageous 
demands, the promoters told 
them to take a swim in shark- 
infested waters. Not seeing 
which way the wind was 
blowing, they railed against the 
promoters and made all sorts of 
stupid threats. Unfortunately for 
them, there is nothing to back up 
the threats. The promoters knew 
this and called their bluff. The 
Valiants found themselves being 
turned down by a lot of 
promoters. 

“Now, promoters are human 
beings, and it takes a special 

(Continued on page 60) 
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THE WALIANTS 


(Continued from page 58) 


person to resist getting some 
revenge. The Valiants were 
down and the promoters loved it. 
All right, it was a cheap bully 
trick which made the promoters 
sink to the Valiants’ level. But it 
felt good.”’ 

Clare was quick to point out 
this situation will not be here for 
long. ‘The promoters aren't 
fools. The Valiants are too 
popular to stay down for long. 
There isn't an arena in the world 
where those two brothers can’t 
help but make a fortune. At this 
point, promoters are just flexing 
their muscles. But the 
Valiants will be back in all the top 
arenas. In fact, I’ve scheduled 
them for next month. The boys 
have stewed long enough.” 

When the Valiants were 
confronted with Clare’s 
statement, Jim shouted, ‘‘The 
man’s a liar! We've always been 
kind, considerate, thoughtful, 
quiet grapplers. Why, we even 
made improvements in the 
dressing rooms. No one can say 
we were anything but 
gentlemen. They should have 
been honored to have us there. 

“There’s an official blacklist 
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In happier times, the Valiants held the 
WWWF tag team title (above). Jim Valiant 
sends Jim Brunzell flying (below). 


against us. We're too big, too 
good for them. They're afraid of 
us SO NOW we must be destroyed. 
Don't let them fool you or the 
fans. We're being run out of 
wrestling! They want out heads 
on a platter! 

“I've made some offers way 
beneath anything I’ve even 
thought about in past years. If 
there wasn't a blacklist, those 
offers would have been snapped 
up. We've gotten a few matches, 


oe SS — 


Bloody and battered, the Valiants are the 
happiest men alive on the night they won 
the WWA tag team title from Bruiser and 
Bruno Sammartino. 


but how long can those 
promoters hold out against the 
tide of pressure others will make 
them withstand? No, we’re 
doomed. And we want the fans 
toknow why! We...are... being 
... blacklisted! Print it 100 times. 
WEE 58a awakes. bao z. (DEING) 2. .: 
blacklisted!” 

Despite Valiant’'s fears, as this 
article is being written, the 
Valiants are getting more 
matches all over the country. 
The worst seems to be over. 
Whether one agrees with the 
promoters’ tactics or not now 
seems to be just a question of 
principle. The fact of the Valiants 
difficulty in earning a living 
seems to be ending. The 
“unofficial blacklist” is all but 
over. 

Perhaps the Valiants have 
learned a lesson. Hopefully the 
promoters have gotten revenge 
out of their system. The effect 
this will have on the Valiants 
remains to be seen. Some feel 
the duo’s return will usher in very 
dangerous times for wrestling. 
No one is better at revenge than 
the Valiants. a} 
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(Slaughter, Martel, Hogan, Rhodes, Valiant, JYD & Steamboat) 


Omdorff uses his arms and legs to ward of 
an attacking Savage. While possessing 
enormous scientific skills, Savage is not be- 
yond using any means to win a match. 


Winter 1984 Sinraniee 1985 
Color Poster: Color Poster: 
Billy Jack The Road Warriors & Mr. T 


Lov bso dae 
the dressing room, they were plied with 
more catcalls. 

“‘Hey, Savage, if you’re so Macho, 
how come Lizzy can’t keep her eyes 
off of Hogan’s belt?” 

“Yo, Randy, my uncle owns a 
nary ° , clothing store. He can get you belts 
Spring 1986 Summer 1986 Fall 1986 real cheap. Then you can tie Elizabeth 

Color Poster: Color Poster: Color Poster: 5 : 
up so she won’t run away with Ho- 
gan.”’ The fan paused for a moment. 
“Of course, they’re all imitation leath- 
er, which would be perfect for you 
since you’re an imitation wrestler.’’ 


The Fabulous Ones The Road Warriors 
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though. His menacing countenance and 
intimidating scowl lacked its usual bru- 
tal enthusiasm. Elizabeth gave his head 
a reassuring pat as they ducked into 
the darkness. 

It’s no secret that Miss Elizabeth is 
one of wrestling’s most brilliant finan- 
cial managers. Bruno Sammartino has 
called her an “extremely tough negoti- 
ator who is smart enough to let a 
wrestler handle the tactical end while 
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The Macho Man uses the ropes better than any man in the WWF, including Rick Steamboat and The 
British Bulldogs. Scott McGhee, the recipient of this elbowsmash (above left) will attest to that observa- 
tion. Savage uses matches against mediocre wrestlers like Jose Luis Rivera (above right) as a means of 
attaining psychological advantages over more meaningful opposition. 


she makes him rich.”’ Elizabeth could 
have chosen any of a number of wres- 
tlers to manage. After a meticulous, 
computer-assisted analysis of all the 
candidates, she decided to cast her lot 
with Randy Savage. 

Despite his chauvanistic bent, she 
felt that her guiding genius and his 
natural abilities would not only sew up 
a fat contract in the money-laden 
WWF, but together they would have 


no problem defeating the WWF's one- 


dimensional champion, Hulk Hogan. 
Elizabeth, groomed and educated in 


the finest prep schools and universities 
in the country, had prepared her entire 
life for just this moment. Combining 
disarming beauty with a razor-sharp 
intelligence, she had already envisioned 
the gold-speckled belt sitting smartly 
around Savage’s waist. 

Savage had been wrestling at the top 
of his game. But so far, in several 
meetings against Hogan, he has failed 
to negotiate a victory, and the rumors 
are rampant that Elizabeth is trying to 
end their association. 

“She wants to bail out before she 


loses face,’ claims one source very 
close to both her and Savage, who 
requested anonymity for obvious rea- 
sons. ‘‘She’s learned never to put all 
her eggs in one basket. She desperately 
wants the title and her feeling is that 
Savage can’t get it for her. 

“The problem is that Randy has be- 
come very attached to Elizabeth. He 
gets insanely jealous whenever anyone 
even looks at her. So the situation for 
him is very desperate. Either win the 
title or lose Elizabeth. To be frank, the 
guy is freaking out.” i) 
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KOLOFF-FLAIR 


(Continued from page 41) 


for the propaganda value—oh, 
they’d bring it back here to de- 
fend it, they can’t make money 
otherwise; but think of what all 
those casual “new” wrestling 
fans, think of what the media are 
going to think when they see a 
trio of Commies presenting the 10 
pounds of gold to Gorbachev. 

“But what really worries me,” 
Flair continued, “is that this kid 
Nikita’s good now, and he’s going 
to get better, and better, and bet- 
ter. | wrestled him for the first time 
at the Great American Bash in 
Charlotte. After 35 minutes with 
that guy, you knew that you've 
been in a match. When he gets 
you in a hold, it takes every ounce 
of strength in your muscles to 
counter it. At the 10-minute point in 
that match, my body was totally 
exhausted. It took every bit of ex- 
perience | had to survive. 

Since that July 6 match, Flair 
and Koloff have wrestled several 
times. At this point, Flair says, 
each match is getting a little easi- 
er because he is learning how to 
pace himself against his power. 
“But | could see that trend revers- 
ing—very easily,” the champions 
says. “As he gains experience, 
he’s going to get better and bet- 


Sam Houston is almost in tears as he and a 
WCW employee assist a beaten Flair back 
to the dressing room. With Ivan Koloff in 
Nikita’s corner—and the ring—Flair knows 
that he’s in for his toughest series of de- 
fenses as champion. 


ter. | know I’ve got to give him a 
lot of title matches now, because 
a couple of years up the line he'll 
get in the ring with me and he'll 
be more ready for me than | am 
for him. I’ve got to know him like 
a book, anticipate his every move, 
so that my knowledge of his tac- 
tics will counter his improvement 
in the ring. 

“Like it or not, I’ve got to stop 
him now, while | can handle him. 
You'll being seeing a lot of Flair- 
Koloff matches. He’s got to be 
stopped, and |’m the only man to 
do the job. Because /’m Ric 
Flair!” 

For a decidedly rare instant, 
there was dread in the champi- 
on’s voice. He knew what he had 
to do. The man so many of us 
accuse of egomania would suffer 
grievous wounds in his coming 
matches against his young Rus- 
sian challenger. But he was grap- 
pling in defense of the sport, and 
knew that his responsibilities 
wouldn’t dwindle as long as Nikita 
Koloff threatened its existence. 


MARTEL- 
BACKLUND 


(Continued from page 32) 


After 30 minutes of back-and-forth action, 
the match would end when both men acci- 
dentally fell out of the ring and were 
counted out. Both wrestlers agreed that it 
was the best pure wrestling match each had 
had in his entire career. Certainly, the fans 
were not disappointed. 

that even new maneuvers came 
as little surprise. By 10 minutes, it 
grew apparent that the man who 
endured would be the man who’d 
win. 

Both men _ instinctively under- 
stood this and began the slow 
and arduous process of wearing 
down the other. It was a battle in 
which each man knew he must 
give his all every second but still 
pace himself for the long haul. 
Less experienced wrestlers could 
never have survived the entire 
bout. This was a magnificent dis- 
play of both wrestling brains and 
brawn. 

The match ended at about the 
30-minute mark when both men 
accidentally fell over the top rope 
while in the midst of battle and 
were counted out. Quite suitably, 
the match was ruled a draw. Nei- 
ther man could defeat the other 
but certainly no one could be con- 
sidered a loser. Both men won. 
Backlund got the match that 
proved beyond any doubt he can 
wrestle a scientific opponent. Mar- 
tel proved himself a great champi- 
on. Both men left the ring fully 
justified. O 
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Terry Gordy 


TOP10 


1—RIC FLAIR 


TAG TEAMS 


1—THE ROCK ’N’ ROLL EXPRESS 


NWA World champion 
243, Minneapolis, MN 


2-HULK HOGAN 
302, 2 Vonee Boren CA 
3—NIKITA KOLOFF 


U.S, heavyweight champion 
275, Moscow, Russia 


NWA World tag team champions 
Combined weight: 453 pounds 


2—THE ROAD WARRIORS 
No. 1 contenders to NWA tag team title 
Combined weight: 587 pounds 
3—THE BRITISH BULLDOGS 
WWF World tag team champions 
Combined weight: 461 Sania 


4—RANDY SAVAGE 4—THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 
Intercontinental champion No. 2 contenders to NWA tag team title 
28 3: Sarasota, Combined weight: 472 pounds 
5—TERRY GORDY S—PLAYBOY BUDDY ROSE & DOUG SOMERS 
289, Ghee = repaid Sept 515 —— 
6—DUSTY RHODES 6—THE FANTASTICS 
No. 1 contender: NWA title No. 1 contenders to UWF tag team title 
302, Austin, TX Combined weight: 462 pounds 
7—NICK B 7—THE MIDNIGHT ROCKERS 
AWA World champion No. 1 contenders to AWA tag team title 
245, Beverly Hills, CA Combined weight: 461 pounds 
8—CHRIS ADAMS 8—BUZZ SAWYER & MATT BORNE 
World Class champion World Class tag team champions 
230, Stratford, England Combined weight: 480 pounds 
9—LEX LUGAR §—BRETT HART & JOVI NEIDHART 
Southern ion No, 1 contenders to WWF tag team title 
280, Chicago. Combined weight: 515 pounds 
10—MAGNUM T.A. 10—THE FABULOUS ONES 


No. I contender: U.S. title 
245, Chesapeake, VA 


U.S. tag team champ: 


ions 
Combined weight: 479 pounds 


NWA, AWA, and WWF ratings, in addition to regional ratings from around the country, are based on the official current positions of 
challengers to the top title in each category. (Certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings.) 


NWA 
World Champion: 
RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
1—NIKITA KOLOFF 
275, Moscow, Russia 
2—WAHOO McDANIEL 
280, Midland, TX 
3—TULLY BLANCHARD 
235, San Antonio, TX 
4—DUSTY RHODES 
02, Austin, TX 
5—MAGNUM T.A. 
245, Chesapeake, VA 
6—LEX LUGAR 
280, Chicago, IL 
7—RONNIE GARVIN 
231, Montreal, Quebec 
8—BRUISER BRODY 
284, Albuquerque, NM 
9—BARRY WINDHAM 
236, Sweetwater, TX 
10—THE BULLET 
234, parts unknown 
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AWA 


World Champion: 
NICK BOCKWINKEL 
245, Beverly Hills, CA 
1—LARRY ZBYSZKO 
248, Pittsburgh, PA 
2—SCOTT HALL 
290, Minneapolis, MN 


3—NORD THE BARBARIAN 


316, Bozeman, MT 
4—COL. DeBEERS 

265, Cape Town, South Africa 
5—JIVIMY 
251, Fiji Islands 
6—STAN HANSEN 

303, Borger, TX 
1—BRUISER BRODY 

284, Albuquerque, NM 
8—BORIS ZUKHOV 

254, Leningrad, Russia 
9—CURT HENNIG 

235, Minneapolis, MN 


10—LEON WHITE 
303, Denver, CO 


WWF 


World Champion: 
HULK HOGAN 
302, Venice Beach, CA 
1—RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, FL 
2—PAUL ORNDORFF 
253, Brandon, FL 
3—RICK STEAMBOAT 
238, Honolulu, HI 
4—JAKE ROBERTS 
246, Stone Mountain, GA 
5—ADRIAN ADONIS 
303, New York, NY 
6—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 
274, Sunset Beach, HI 
7—JOHN STUDD 
364, Los Angeles, CA 
8—DICK SLATER 
235, Tampa, FL 
9—KING KONG BUNDY 
468, Atlantic City, NJ 
10—HARLEY RACE 
255, Kansas City, MO 


WOMEN 


1—-SHERRI MARTEL 
feo New Ouieans LR 
2—WENDI RICHTER 
WWC Women’s champion 
142, Dallas, TX 


3—FABULOUS MOOLAH 
WWF Women’s champion 


138, Columbia, SC 


4—MISTY BLUE SDVIMES 
IWF Women’s champion 
118, Glens Falls, NY 

5—VELVET McINTYRE 
No. 1 contender: WWF title 
135, Dublin, Ireland 


6—CANDI DIVINE 
No. 1 contender: AWA title 
127, Nashville, TN 
7—LINDA DALLAS 
No. 1 contender: IWF title 
109, Dallas, TX 
8—DEBBIE COMBS 
No. a contender: AWA title 
138, Ft. Campbell, 


9—KAT LeROUX 
No. 2 contender: IWF title 
120, New Orleans, LA 


10-SUSAN STARR 
No. 2 contender: WWF title 
135, Tulsa, OK 


WORLD CHAMP. 


1—NIKITA KOLOFF 

275, Moscow, Russia 
2—WAHOO McDANIEL 

280, Midland, TX 
3—TULLY BLANCHARD 

235, San Antonio, TX 
4—ARN ANDERSON 

249, Minneapolis, MN 
5—DUSTY RHODES 

302, Austin, TX 
6—MAGNUM T.A. 

245, Chesapeake, VA 
7—JIM GARVIN 

235, Tampa, FL 
8—RONNIE GARVIN 

231, Montreal, Quebec 
9—DICK MURDOCH 

270, Waxahachie, TX 

10—BUDDY LANDELL 
236, Los Angeles, CA 


IAL 


UWF 
1—TERRY GORDY 
289, Chattanooga, TN 
2—TERRY TAYLOR 
225, Vero Beach, FL 
3—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
280, Glens Falls, NY 
4—ONE MAN GANG 
468, Chicago, IL 
5—TED DiBIASE 
247, Omaha, NB 
6—STEVE WILLIAMS 
265, Tulsa, OK 
7—MICHAEL HAYES 
255, Marietta, GA 
8—THE MISSING LINK 
273, parts unknown 
9—RICK STEINER 
265, Detroit, MI 
10—STING 
270, parts unknown 


WORLD CLASS 

1—CHRIS ADAMS 

230, Stratford, England 
2—BUZZ SAWYER 

240, St. Petersburg, FL 
3—RICK RUDE 

246, Robbinsdale, MN 
4—LANCE VON ERICH 

260, Arlington, TX 


5—STEVE SIMPSON 
230, Johannesburg, South Afnica 


alae THE BUTCHER 


360, Su 
7—KEVIN VON ERICH 
239, Denton, TX 
8—BRIAN ADIDAS 
238, Denton, TX 
9—KILLER BROOKS 
261, Waxahachie, Texas 


10—BRUISER BRODY 
284, Albuquerque, NM 


FLORIDA 
1—LEX LUGAR 
280, Chicago, IL 
2—BARRY WINDHAM 
236, Sweetwater, TX 
3—RON BASS 
265, Pampa, TX 


4—KENDALL WINDHAM 
220, Sweetwater, TX 


8—KENDO NAGASAKI 
248, Singapore 
9—TYREE PRIDE 
231, Haiti 
10—THE CUBAN ASSASSIN 
236, Cuba 


Most Popular and Most Hated ratings are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume 
and character of mail that comes fo our offices. 


MID-SOUTHERN 


1—BAM BAM BIGELOW 

390, Mt. Laurel, NJ 
2—JERRY LAWLER 

_ 234, Memphis, TN 

3—JOS LeDUC 

280, Godbout, Quebec 
4—TRACY SMOTHERS 

236, Atlanta, GA 
5—HILLBILLY ELMER 

406, Philadelphia, MS 
6—PAUL DIAMOND 

230, Thunder Bay, Ontario 
7—AUSTIN IDOL 

240, Las Vegas, NV 
8—J.T. SOUTHERN 

251, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
9—AIKO SATO 

238, Tokyo, Japan 

10—PAT TANAKA 
225, Honolulu, Hawaii 


CONTINENTAL MOST POPULAR 
1—EXOTIC ADRIAN STREET 1—HULK HOGAN 
227, South Wales 302, Venice Beach, CA 
2—JERRY STUBBS 2—DUSTY RHODES 
235, Pensacola, FL 302, Austin, TX 
3—THE BULLET 3—GIANT MACHINE 
234, parts unknown 485, Japan 
4—WENDELL COOLEY 4—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
220, Milton, FL 280, Glens Falls, NY 
5—TONY ANTHONY 5—RICK STEAMBOAT 
248, New Orleans, LA 238, Honolulu, HI 
6—STEVE ARMSTRONG 6—LEX LUGAR 
234, Marietta, GA 280, Chicago, IL 
7—TOM PRITCHARD 7—MAGNUMT.A. 
220, Houston, TX 245, Chesapeake, VA 
8—TOMMY RICH 8—TERRY TAYLOR 
232, Hendersonville, TN 225, Vero Beach, FL 
9—BRAD ARMSTRONG 9—LANCE VON ERICH 
226, Marietta, GA 260, Arlington, TX 
10—ROY WELCH ~ 10—BARRY WINDHAM 
224, Tulsa, Oklahoma 236, Sweetwater, TX 
For period ended September 3, 1986 


MOST HATED 

1—PAUL ORNDORFF 

253, Brandon, FL 
2—NIKITA KOLOFF 

275, Moscow, Russia 
3—RANDY SAVAGE 

245, Sarasota, FL 
4—RIC FLAIR 

243, Minneapolis, MN 
5—TERRY GORDY 

289, Chattanooga, TN 
6—JAKE ROBERTS 

246, Stone Mountain, GA 
7—RICK RUDE 

246, Robbinsdale, MN 
8—TULLY BLANCHARD 

235, San Antonio, TX 
9—MICHAEL HAYES 

255, Manetta, GA 


10—COL. DeBEERS 
248, Cape Town, South Africa 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


This column will tell fans how we go about 
rating more than 150 wrestlers in 14 different categories. It is 
a behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


Farewell to one, hello to another: This issue, we institute 
Women’s Top 10 ratings on our ratings page. Because of 
this change, we expect two deluges of mail: one from 
fans of the women thanking us for adding the ladies to 
the ratings, and another from Pacific Northwest fans 
damning us for eliminating that category. 

Unfortunately for the loyal Pacific Northwest fans, our 
ratings pages limit the number of categories we're able to 
present. In order to add women, we had to eliminate 
something else. It was a difficult choice, but Northwest 
ratings were the ones to go. We will, of course, check in 
on the PNW ratings every few months right here in 
“Ratings Analysis.” 

As far as the Women category is 
concerned, it’s all pretty self-ex- 
planatory. There are four major 
women champions competing in 
the U.S. at this moment: WWF 

M, Women’s champion Fabulous Moo- 

me lah, AWA Women's champion 

Sherri Martel, World Wrestling 

Council Women’s champion 

Wendi Richter, and [CW Women’s 

champion Misty Blue Simmes. 

Those four champions, plus the top contenders to their 
titles, comprise our Top 10. 

A couple of quick additional notes: As with the Top 10 
and Tag Teams categories, the Women ratings are deter- 
mined by a consensus of the editorial board of this 
magazine. And as with all the ratings categories, these 
ratings reflect U.S.based competition; therefore, such 
famed women wrestlers as The Crush Girls, Devil Masami, 
and Dump and Bull Nakano are not rated here. Should 
any of these top Japanese women compete in the States 
for a period of time, they will be considered for inclusion 
in our ratings. 


Ric Flair vs. Hulk Hogan—Pro and Con: Mike Facciani’s 
letter in “Ratings Analysis” in The Wrestler two months 
back brought in a lot of mail. Here are two representative 
letters: 

®@ From Troy Abrams, Lexington, KY: | agree with Mike 
Facciani on his views and opinions of Ric Flair in the 
October 1986 “Ratings Analysis.” Ric Flair is not a true 
champion! He doesn’t deserve to be number one. Yes, 
Flair does defend his belt against all challengers, but how 


many pinfalls has he had in these matches? Very few 
against “top-notch” contenders such as Magnum T.A., 
Dusty Rhodes, Ronnie Garvin, and so forth. A great deal of 
the pinfalls he has had against these men are due to 
outside interference (Tully Blanchard and Arn and Ole 
Anderson). When Flair feels he’s losing, and he doesn’t 
have anyone around to help him, he wins by having 
himself disqualified. 

Hulk Hogan, on the other hand, 
is a true champion. He is truly the 
best wrestler in the sport today. 
He doesn’t need to win unfairly, 
and he doesn’t. Yes, Hogan has 
had a few losses, but the greater 
number of his matches (if no 
cheating is involved) Hogan wins. 

Wid There are great many talented 


it A mi 


mam mim” wrestlers in the WWF, and Hogan 


Hulk Hogan has defeated most of them. Hulk 
Hogan has contributed a great deal to wrestling, and he 
deserves to be number one! 

Your ratings should have a true champion as number 
one, not someone who wins the greater part of his 
matches the way Ric Flair does. Flair is a sorry excuse for 
a champion. He takes every cheap shot and shortcut 
available to win. Is that how he stays number one? If it is, 
| think it’s a dirty way to stay on top. Hulk Hogan should 
be where Ric Flair is right now! 

® From Tim Bagnall, Hillside, IL: | think Mike Facciani is 
an idiot, and that he doesn’t know what he’s talking 
about. He says Hulk Hogan is the number one wrestler, 
but Hogan only knows about two wrestling moves! Ric 
Flair wrestles Magnum T.A., Dusty Rhodes, Lex Lugar, 
Nikita Koloff, Barry Windham, Bruiser Brody, Ronnie Gar- 
vin, and even The Road Warriors. All those men would 
waste Hogan, but they haven’t wasted Flair yet—and they 
never will. 

Flair is smart and a great wrestler, and the NWA is far, 
far better than the WWF. One regular NWA card is better 
than the WWF's biggest (WrestleManias 1 and 2). The 
NWA matches are better. Ric Flair rules! 


Write, right? Of course we want to know what you 
think—that’s why we print our address at the bottom of 
each column! Here we go again: “Ratings Analysis” c/o 
Wrestler Annual; Box 48; Rockville Centre; NY 11571. 0 


THIS MONTH IN... 


ILLUSTRATED] ¥ 


Great Scot! Rowdy Roddy Piper has 
turned good! And, believe it or not, he’s 
wrestling’s Most Popular man. Read this 

and find out why! 


In the aftermath of the NIKITA 
KOLOFF-MAGNUM T.A. wars, will the 
US. title become the USSR. title? 


PLUS... 

A sensational FULL-COLOR pinup plus 
bio of THE FABULOUS FREEBIRDS. .. . 
An exclusive ‘Press Conference” with 
JIMMY SNUKA .. . STEVE SIMPSON 
says: “Don’t compare me to the VON 
ERICHS!”’.. . “Scouting Reports” of six 
top stars. . .SPECIAL FAN BALLOT— 

- Vote for the best of 1986! 


All this and much more... 
in the January 1987 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


ON SALE OCTOBER 21 


- on 
msc 2) 


Learn why HULK HOGAN vs. ADRIAN 
ADONIS is the match that disgraced the 
WWF World heavyweight title 


Complete coverage of 
THE ROCK 'N’ ROLL EXPRESS’ 
NWA World title victory over 
THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS! 


PLUS... 

LEX LUGAR must see the light—it’s time 
to leave Florida! .. . SCOTT HALL takes 
aim at COL. DeBEERS in the big man’s 
biggest test yet. . . A special ‘“Hotseat” 
interview with BABY DOLL in which 
she claims that “DUSTY RHODES Is A 
Loser!”. .. TED DiBIASE and 
MICHAEL HAYES face off “One on 
One” 


All this and much more... 
in the December 1986 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 


ON SALE NOW! 


make all the difference! 
NEW 


Almost like a miracle — this latest 
Amazing Motionless Exercise discovery 
— MIKE MARVEL'S SCIENTIFIC 1SO- 
METRICS — will give you fantastic 
strength with muscles of steel without 
Sweat or Strain! Powerful arms, magnif- 
icently-powerful chest, powerful shoul- 
ders, strong stomach muscles and legs 
that will seldom tire! No Apparatus or 
Exercisers — your body is your own 
Gymnasium! This Secret System 
develops muscular strength 3 times 
faster than conventional methods! 


ORDER NOW! 
JUST 10 EASY MINUTES 


Scientific lsometrics is the modern mir- 
acle of stimulating muscles — takes 
just 10 minutes a day of easy exercises 
that will not tire you. No long hours of 
boring exercises with weights or costly 
apparatus. Isometrics is the amazing 
discovery of West German scientists 
who found a new thrilling way to build 
powertul, strong muscles in 10 minutes 
a day. Each exercise is done for only 10 
seconds a day! Completely illustrated. 
MIKE MARVEL'S SCIENTIFIC ISOMET- 
RICS DEVELOPS EACH MUSCLE GROUP 
—FROM HEAD TO TOE 3 TIMES FASTER! 
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ARMY RIFLE 
The M-16 is the newest rifle in the U.S. arsenal. Introduced 
in the early 1970's. Originally it was commercially designed, 
developed and sold as the AR16 during the late 1950's. In 
the 1960's the M-16 assault rifle was accepted by the U.S. 
Army and Air Force for use in combat areas of Southeast 
Asia, particularly in Viet Nam. Still heavily used today by the 
U.S. Army and commando forces throughout the free world, 
MAGAZINE LOADING 

This famous M-16 semi automatic rifle fires a rapid burst that 
clears the clip fed magazine in seconds. May be fired from 
either the shoulder or hip. Our version includes free ammu- 
nition ~ 8 reusable rounds and free targets. Comes with the 
Standard M-16 easy carrying handle specifically designed for 
military maneuvers. Lightweight. Equipped with combat 
handle grip. Rounds are easy to load into the magazine. Clip 
Snaps firmly into position and is ready to use in seconds. So 
order now. 


STRONG ARMS 


BACK I 


MILITARY RIFLE 


NOTHING 
ELSE TO 
BUY! 

* amas 


Nos 


OSs, | 


—— — MAIL NO-RISK TRIAL COUPON NOW! — —— 


Mike Marvel, Dept. 515,160 Amherst Street 
| East Orange, New Jersey, 07019 | 


0.K. Mike Marvel, enclosed is my $5.00. Send me your | 
entire Scientific lsometric Dynaflex System in one book 
| which includes a chapter on: “SECRETS OF ATTRACTING | 
GIRLS.” | must agree that the Dynaflex method has given | 
| me powerfully toned muscles, put full strength in my 
muscles, made me so strong that | can be proud to show | 
my friends how strong | am. 
And it must do this in 10 minutes a day—with nothing else | 
to buy—now or in the future. | get my $5.00 back—with 
| no questions asked upon return of the book. | 


Name | 
| Address 
| City = State Zip | 


— — — SOLD ON MONEY BACK GUARANTEE — — —— 


<@— Carrying Handle 
for Combat Use 


Clip Fed 
Length 14.5” 
Combat Grip 
Handle 


Ammunition 
® Free 
Target 


Only *4.95 


Here's How To Order 
30-DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE.Send only $4.95 for one M-16 
$7.90 for two M-16's. Add 95¢ for shipping and handling. World of 
Adventure, Inc., Dept. 494,P.0. Box 1449, Pompano Bch., FL 33061. 


22CA SS 


PELLET FIRING 


Semi-Automatic Mauser 
“BROOMHANDLE” Collector’s Item 


Areal ‘collector's item," this looks and feels just like the famous C/96 
Mauser “Broomhandle.” Itwas Europe's equivalentto the Colt .45. The 
original was carried by such famous people as Winston Churchill in 


the Boer War. Originals now sell for $1,000 and more! Fully semi- 
automatic — it sprays pellets as fast as you can pull the trigger. SSS 


&_ Separate folding “Broomhandle” shoulder stock =) 


Attach folding shoulder stock for rifle-like accuracy and handling. 
Clip holds 10 rounds, pulls out from bottom and “slams home” just 
like modern automatics! Includes free target plus 4 doz. reuseable 
pellets, Satisfaction is 100% guaranteed or your money refunded. 
Send only $3.95 (limit 2 per customer) plus 75¢ shipping. 
World of Adventure, Inc., Dept. 493 
P.O. Box 1449, Pompano Beach, FL 33061 


10 round 
Clip-Fed 


FREE 


= isPoliets 


T00 SKINNY’? 


Amazing New Hercuplan 


Guarantees 


) A NEW SHAPE 
IN 30 DAYS 
or pay nothing! 


Now gain the weight you need to develop the 
muscles you want in just 30 days, Turn that 
scrawny body of skin and bones intoa powerful! 
appealing shape. How? Simply take one-a-day 
Hercuplan tablets along with our scientifically 
prescribed meals. Don't let poor eating habits 
rob you of a powerful, attractive body, 

Just listen to what Hercuplan people have to 
say..."/'ve never looked so great in my life”. 
L.D., Chicago IL. “Thanks to your Hercuplan 
program | am now proud to be seenina bathing 
suit" L.M., Dallas TX. 

Guaranteed Results...Hercuplan program 
must work for you too or simply return the 
Hercuplan label for your full refund. Order your 
Hercuplan Program today to develop your new 
shape “tomorrow.” 

— — — Money Back Guarantee - — — — 

Send to: Rush Ind., Inc, Dept. HU79FG 

871 Willis Avenue, Albertson N.Y, 11507 | 
Please send my order today! | 

0 30 day Regular Strength Program only $6.98 
060 day only $11.98 90 day only $17.98 | 
AVAILABLE IN SUPER STRENGTH | 

O Add $2.00 to the above prices for the Super 

Strength program | 
O 1 am adding $1.50 for express service | 
Name | 

| 


Street 


Safe Acne Treatment 
Improved Bio-Masque with Salicylic Acid 


MUST CLEAR UP 


Acne Pimples 
& Blackheads ¢ 


OR YOU PAY 
NOTHING! 


The makers of Bio Masque, popular peel- 
away mask created for the treatment of 
acne, report their new, improved formula 
now contains Salicylic Acid. The FDA, 
tests have proven Salicylic Acid to be 91% 
effective against acne. Bio Masque with 
Salicylic Acid penetrates the skin pores to 
work 3 ways: (1) it helps dry and clear up 
blackheads and acne pimples; (2) it allows 
the skin to heal; (3) it helps keep the skin 
clear and help prevent the development of 
new acne. You are asked to apply mask, let 
it harden, peel it off just 20 minutes later. 
skin will be noticeably clearer and more 
attractive. Bio Masque is safe and 1s avail- 
able without a prescription. A 4 oz. bottle 
$6.98; Special Discount: 2 bottles, $11.98. 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
4 oz. Bottle only $6.98 Special! 2 only $11.98. 
Add $1.00 for express delivery service. 
Send to: RUSH Ind. - Dept, PA79FG 
871 Willis Avenue, Albertson N.Y. 11507 
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service and repair 
Start your own money 


In just a short time, you can be ready to 
join one of the fastest growing industries 
in America... an industry where quali- 
fied men are making from $25.00 to 
$30.00 per hour... and that’s just for 


labor. Parts, engines and accessories add 
eyen more to ane raft its. 


Because the small engine industry has 
grown so quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists 
throughout the country. In fact, it’s not un- 


usual for a good small engine man to be > 


three to four weeks behind in the summer 
and at least a week behind in the winter. 
When you see how many small engines are 
in use today, it’s easy to understand why 
qualified men command such high prices 
—as much as $49.95 for a simple tune-up 
that takes less than an hour! 


You get all this Professional equipment with your 
course, PLUS 4 H.P. Engine... . ALL YOURS TO 


65-million small engines 
are in service today! 


That’s right — there are over sixty-five 
million 2-cycle and 4-cycle small engines 
in service across the U.S.A. That’s the 
official count from the Engine Service 
Assn., and new engines are being built at 
a rate of one-million per month! With 
fully accredited and approved 
Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skill and knowledge to:make top 
money servicing these engines. Home- 
owners and businessmen will seek you 
out and pay you well to service and re- 
pair their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 


power rakes, garden tractors, chain 
saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- 
biles, generators, snowblowers, paint 
the list is almost endless. 


sprayers... 


” No experience necessary. 


You don’t need to be a ‘born mechanic’ 
or have prior experience. If you can read, 
you can master this profitable trade right 
at home, in your sparetime, without miss- 
ing a single paycheck. Lessons are fully 
illustrated —so clear you can’t go wrong. 


Send TODAY 
for this 


_ BEAT INFLATION! 


Cash in on the 
huge demand for 
small engine repair. 


Work part time, full time 
right at home- we help you 
every step of the way. 


You receive trade secrets 
and business plans. 


We guide you every step of the way, 
including tested and proven instructions 
on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale...all the “tricks of 
the trade’’. . . all the inside facts you need 
to agsure success right from the start. 


increased Income 


“I've had about 8 
years experience 
repairing small en- 


gines... but re- 
pairs were only 
minor... until I 
started the Foley- 


Belsaw Course.’ Walter H. Strick 


Campbell, California 
With our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ train- 
ing method, you get practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4 HP engine — 
all yours to keep ! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 


You risk nothing by accepting this 
offer to find out how Foley-Belsaw 
training can give you the skills you need 
to increase your income in a high-profit, 
recession-proof business of your own. 


Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE of 


KEEP.... All at NO EXTRA COST. SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 


fact-filled 50991 Field Bldg., Kansas City, MO. 64111 


FREE There is NO OBLIGATION and 
BOOKLET! NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE , 50991 FIELD BUILDING 
/ FOLEY \ 


Youn 
aro MNEs 


KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 


C) YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 

Gives full details about starting my own business in 
Small Engine Repair. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call. 


Tells how you quickly Name SS = 
train to be your own boss 

in a profitable Sparetime Address — 

or Fulltime business of 

your own PLUS complete |! City 


\ details on our 30-Da 
NO K Tria 
Offer! L 
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AWACHANPION = NACH 


es! I want four Super Color Specials. 
enclose $10 for each 4pack I’m ordering. 


mt ne 


City State Zip 
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